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PHIL. 3. 19,13. 


Work out Jonr 0w;2 Salvation With fear and trembling : for Gel 
Worketh in you, both to Will and to do, of his own good pleaſure. 


norum cordium, quo voluerir, inclinandogum onmipotentiſlimam po- 
teſtarem. eAuvg. dc corrept. @ Grat. cap.14. 


Chriſtus meus & omnia, 


De ipfis hominum voluntatibus facit, quod vult, & quando vult,habens huma- 
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c nog 3 Epheſians 4. 7 


| But eakeng the truth in love, may groW up mto him in all 
| vo # which 4s the head, even Chrift, 


lAnls chains and tears have had a revailing 
AD] xechorique ; ; he hath wept as well as fives ©: 
j over his hearers with good ſucceſs : when Aa 
1M he was to preach to Felix, though a Priſons oy DR... 
er, though with a Chain, he ma him. FR "_ 
tremble ;and herein thefirſt Verſe, hece Ws 
as 4 Prifozer for their ſakes ro be 
them ; and a further and ſpecial Empheſiche comes to 
| them to that which is molt pleaſmg, nancy; To Unity' to þ 
' which purpoſe he uſes four ſeveral A Emi 
Y : Firſt, There is a common engagement of all Saints to Unity: ro keep 
I  1beſe youwalk ) Worthy of your Vocation, Whereunto you are.; 
tall wich al lowlineſ and meekpeſi, forbearing-one another in {pi ye 
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hope of your calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 
and Father of all, Who 1s ahove all, and through all, aud in you 
all; here is 3 whole bundle of Arguments, in this firſt conſider 
your Vocation, thoſe Priviledges co which you are advanced 
thereby ; and they leavea very great obligation upon you, as 
Saints to ſtudy Unity. 
2. Secondly, There is an Argument from the Equity of the 
Verſe 7 thiag, in the 7. Verſe. Vato every one of 1s 1s given grace, accord- 
ing to the meaſyre of the gift of (hriſt: unto every one of us;eve- 
7 y one hath /ome gift, as 1t pleaſes Ieſ745 Chriſt ro proportion out 
ſuch a meaſure to this Saint, and {ach a meaſure to that Saint ; 
the /ittle finger in the myſtical body, ſo much as is fit for him, 
1n the hand, ſo much as is fic for him, and this with a common 
reſpec, that there might be a mutual ufe of a/! rho/e, with fub- 
ſerviency to the whole ; in reference to the myſtical body of 
Chrilt, there is an equity in ir. | 
3. Thirdly, There is a very great congruity ; and that argu- 
Vcrſarz12- ment you ſhall finde in the 8,9, and 13, Verſes : Jeſus Chriſt 
Whez he did aſcend, he gave gifts tomen, all the gifts that are 
in the Churches, and graces, they are derived from the ſame 
ethicient cauſe, and therefore it is molt icongrnoxs, that they 
thould'be diſtracted and divided, ſo as to reflet dironorably 
upon him that is the ſole efficient cauſe of chem, and that with 
common inteats and purpoſes, for good of the myſtical body. 
4s Bur then fourthly and laſtly, You have here another Argu- 
Verl. 13,14. ment from the zece/ſiry of it, till We all come to the Unity of 
Faith, and that we be no more toſſed to and fro as children, and 
carried up and down with every wind of Dottrine ; but that We 
ſpeak he truth in lave, and: ja grow up into Feſtus Chriſt in all 
things, who t5 the head; here is the neceility of ir, you'l never 
grow up to intimate communion and fellowſhip with Jeſus 
Chrilt, you'l never make 2 wiſe improvement of him, as mem- 
bers of the myſtical body, unleſs you learn this heavenly sktl!, 
namely, How 70 advance UVaity z and ſo I cometo ſhewyon 
A what propoſitions this laft Argument,drawn from: the neceſſity - 
Vater; of the thing, will afford us; in the 15. Verſe, which by Gods: - } 
—AEP affiſtance,accarding as the weak meaſure of (trengeh Lhave wil 1 
2 2 bear, T{hallinft upon at this;rtime, But ſpeaking or following the, * * 


*£ 
i 4 


* 


No PS 2 ah Wes 


XUM 


R aA 9D Peliruint AE v3 eh aaa eogee in at ee ee 


Truth in Love, grow up into (('briſt in all things, Which i the 
head-: where firlt, its clear, D | 
Feſws (briſt ts the head of Saints, the head of the (hurch. © Dodt. 1; 
3. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt when he aſcended and gave gifts to Doar. 1, 
men, did intend, did expeft,that there ſhould be ſuch an entertain- 
ment of the goſpel,that we ſhould grow up into Chriſt in all things, 
. Who zs the head, 
- 3. Thinking, ſpeaking, following the truth in love, is the Gv- Dodt. z; 
| ſpel method to our Spiritual welfare ; Vie begin with the 
i 


firſt, 
Chriſt is the head of particular Saints,& the head of the Church: DoQtr. 1, 
In the ſtate of innocency, Adam Was the head of the great fami- 
? Uyof the world, when he forfeited his head/ip, and all that 
] hedidenjoy, by eating the forbidden fruit, that family was 
. diſſolved, he was turn'd out of Paradice, all was ſcattered 
abroad, and we with him, were then caſt into a deſperate con- 
dition, unleſs God would be pleaſed to finde out a ſecond Head ; 
and to that purpoſe, out of the riches of his Grace, and the 
infiniteneſs of his 7/:i/aoms, that which Angels could not reach, 
which zen: had not ſo much as any thoughts of, or deſires after, 
God pitched upox, namely, Chriſt, and deſigned him the Head of 
the Corporation of his Church, of a certain number given unto 
him in his eternal Counſel, for whom he ſhould undertake ; 
and this learned Expoſitors conceive to be the meaning of that 
place, whexehe ſpeaks of e&v2riparzuons there in Epheſians 1.10. 
That he might” gather together all things, that all things might av: 
be headed under one ; headed under Jefus Chriſt ; Now before 29%: 
the fall, all were headed under the old Adam ; now when they 
were in a ſhatter'd condition, they ſhould be recoxciled and col- 
lefted, headed under Feſus Chriſt ; for the better opening of | 
this, you may be pleaſed to take notice of three particulars : _ I, 
Firſt, Here is the Headſpip it ſelf. N2«:. 
Secondly , Here is the Appropriation of thu Headſnip, to 


whom he is a Head. y- P 
Thirdly, Here ts the Title to this Head/bip. | The news 
Firſt, For the Head/pip it ſelf ; heisa Head, , - (vip ir Hg 


- 1. In regard of his preheminence ; it is an expreffion jn ,. Reſpcffit: 
- 1 Cel. 17. 18. In all things baving the preheminence, he is the Dignitatice: 
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2s Refpeffu 


KRegiminn. 


3. RſpeTu 
Influxu:. 


4. Reſpcau 
Pnious. 


The appro- 
priarzon of 
Chaiits 

= Headfhip. 


Head ; every member in the myſtical body hath a Degxity, and 
is advanced to an excellency, to ſome degree of it, but he that 
is #9wor that hath the preheminency, he is the Head, that is 
Chriſt ; but this is not all, if you look upon a Pure, there 
the head of a man hath a preheminence,therefore we mult have 
more then this : He is head, 

2. In regard of Direfion, and in regard of Power,being a wiſe 
head, able to advice, and gnide , and govern the body ; as the 
Apoſtle Peter ſpeaks of him in 1 Per, 3. 22. Who ts gone into 
heaven, and « n the right hand of God, eAngels, eAuthorities 
and PoWers being made ſubjett to him ; he hath a univerſal, and 
abſolute regiment over all things in heaven and earth, over men 
and Devils: but then 

3. In regard of that Influence that he doth convey to the bodies: 
Sence and Motion u derived from Chriſt as the ſpring; it is true, 
that in the »atzral boady,there the heart 1s primum vivens, but in 
the myſtical body, the head is primwm wivens, and he gives life 
tous, and we derive our Itfe from Jeſus Chrilt, the head ; he 
hath life, and he hath ic abundantly in himſelf, and he lives, 
that wemay live ; as I remember there is ſuch an expreffionin 
7ohn 10.10. 

4. In regard of Union, he doth tie altogether ; the xerves 
and ſinews would not unice the members of the myſtical body, 
unleſs 7eſres Chriſt were the Head; As he is the Femndation 
ſtone,and fo ſupports the building,ſo he is the Corner ſfone,both 
the beaxty, ard ſtrength, and union of the building, Fundatio 
fundatiſsima, as Junius renders it,in 1/a 28.16, a moſt ſure foun- 
dation, and the Corner ſtone, as Peter hath it, in 1 Pez. 2.7,8. 
with reference to that place ; and ſo in theſe four particulars 
Jeſus Chriſt hath a 'Headſhip : the next thing is now, The ap- 
propriation of this Headſhip, to Whom « he a head? He 1s an ex- 
ternal Head to all the members of the viſible Church, to all 
profeſſors as he isa vine, and doth communicate fome ſap to 
thoſe that are in him, no way bur by an external profeſſien, 
as you kave it intimated in Fohn 15. 2. Every branch in me that 
bears not frmit,ſhall be cut doVvn and caft into the fire; and there- 
fore there are ſome branches in him externally, as he is an ex- 
ternal Head to the Charch, as he is a vine ; but-indeed, he is-pro- 
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and in the Churches of Chriſt. 


perly the Head of his body, the Savior of his body ; he isa Head 
to thoſe, to whom heis a Savior, in Epheſians 5.23. As the 
King hath a commen relation to all his Subjetts, but a more pe- 
cular relation to the Qucen, who is a Subjett and a Spouſe , and 
ſo hath Pejus Chriſt to his Church;and the reaſon is this, becauſe 
there is a full commenſuration betWixt all the three glorious 
perſons in the Trinitie ; they are groſsly miſtaken that 
will make Je ſus Chriſt to dye for all, and yet will not in 
their ſence, ſo asto make them Salvabiles if they will, and 
yet cannot ſay, That either God hath given (,hriſt to all, or gi- 
ven all to Chriſt, or that the Spirit of God Will apply that Re- 
demption te all, for there isa commenſuration, there is an adz- 
quation, betwixt the three glorious Perſons in the Trinity, and 
their workings for the Salvation of the Saints: Jeſus Chritt 
dyes for thoſe whom God hath given to him, with pur- 
poſes of Salvation ; I do not deny, but all the wicked in the 
world, may have ſome benefit by the death of Chriſt, as all have 
ſome common pledges of the bounty of God, and all may have 
ſome cammon operations of the Spirit of God ; but if you'l ſpeak 
of any thing as to Salvation, there ts a commenſuration be- 
twixt the three perſons in the Trinity, and their workings ; 
Eli according to the forcknoWledge of God the Father, San- 


fification of the Spirit, and the ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt, , 


in 1 Pet. 1. 2. indeed in 1 fohy 2. 2. He is a propitiation for our 
fins, and not fer ours onely, but for the ſins of the whole world : 
to whom did 7ohn write that Ep ſtle? to the Fews ; and 
therefore to ſhew that they had not all Religion now en- 
groff'd amongſt them, and that the Eleftion of God did not 
{ti!] run amongſt them, only he ſpeaks in that diale&, he did 


not intend every particular man in the world, for then he 


muſt intend men that ſin againſt the Holy Gloft, which is im- 
poſſible that they ſhoald be faved: No man will fay that 
underſtands any thing, even in Catechiſt;cal Divinity, that Je- 


ſus Chriſt dyed to ſave them, which he muſt do, if he dyed for- 
every mann the world, with ſuch purpoſes to fave them ; and 


ſo in 17m. 1. 4,5,6. He i given aran/om for all ; why all? 
There us one.God, and one Mediator, now fews and Gentiles ; 


as Jeſus Chriſt did take our »atre upon him, both few: and . S 
; q : Y S267 ' I - 
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Gentiles, all eſtates ſhall have the common priviledge, and be 
nefit, and advantage of being in a capacity to receive bleſ- 
ſings from him, ſpiritual ſaving bleſſings, that is, all conditions, 
whether Kings, and all in Authority, or Servants,or others, not 
every particular perſon, but as in one place Pews or Gentiles, fo 
in another place, not this or that condition, bt al eſtates, and 
all relations, and aft conditions ; but ſtill the Appropriation is to 
the Church, as here he faith, from whom the whole body .. 
is zoyned together in the 16. Verl. from whom, from Chriſt *; 
the whole body is joyned together, ſo it is the body that hath | 
this influence from him ; but then 

Chriſts Ti- 3, What is his Title to his Headſhip? it is threefold ; 

<4 ny Firſt, The —— of Ged and the Father : God the Fa- 


>; f : « 
= - 4 ther hath ſealed him, he gave him to be a Head to the Church 


"A over all things, in Ephe. 1. 22,23. and then : 
2. Secondly; Hrs per/onal fitneſs : Of his fulneſs we all receive ©? 
grace for grace, In him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom; #® 
and then | 
3 Thirdly, Hs own propirions readineſs : We were not in any | 


degree fo willing to be ſaved, as he is to ſaveus ; He came down 
Luke 19.19 to ſeck, and to ſave that which is loſt; the Spirit of the Lord 
was upon him, and anointed him to preach the Goſpel, it was 
his buſineſs ; and as he had a Commiſſion from his Father, and 
came under the Broad-Seal of Heaven, fo he had a ſtrong in- 
clination © * a his own bowels, to engage him to it ; there is his 
Title : the uſe of this, 
Uſer. 1. Totrie the title of the Popes Headſhip tothe (hurch ; ho 
Pope no vi- comes he by it? for a Church to have two Heads, one body to 
_ cxrious Head aye 1wo heads, it is a CHonſter, you'll make it HMonſtrons ; 
| of the we do allow in a good ſence,T hat the Supreme HMagiſtrate is, 
Church. FM k "af 
&. Piteu Caput politicum in the Church, to command good things ac- 
Sputag. cording to the Word of God, and to reſtrain evil' according 
\ p.335t- to that Word ; we hold forth confidently, that Jeſus Chriſt, 
he is the onely proper Head of the Church, that doth convey 
IM all faving ſpiritual bleTings ; life, nonriſhment, direRion, and 
2. Bcd. all thoſe admirable advantages .to the body ; we cannot allow 
£5" a (aput Vicarium, a Hiniſterial Head, there is no need of 1 
ther; Jetas Chriſt is the 1 z«paay the Head ; heretsan Arricle * 
_ that 
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that gives an Emphaſis, what needs it any other ? eſs Chrift 
z preſent always wn his Church ; when he withdrew his Cor- 
poral preſence, he would then requite his Church with his Spz- 
ritnal preſence ; and that preſence of his Spirit, it ſhonld accom- 
pany them to the end of the World : But rhe Pope as great as he 
is, cannot be preſent in every place; we need not ſpend any 
more time in crying down that that is ſo prodigious : ſo many 
ſeveral Saints, and ſo many ſeveral Churches, in ſeveral parts 
of the world,how is it potible that a Pope can be Head of them 
all ? but then 

2. Beware of being injurious to the leaſt member of Jeſus Tſe x. 
Chriſt : 1f Chriſt be the Head of che body, ſurely his body Canon. 
zs dear to him ; never think co ruine the body, or to drown the 1:s dange- 
body, as long as the Head is able to keep it ſelf above wat; © DIY be 
never think to hurt the body, as long as the head is able to ſe. M/01905 0 
cure it, and protet it, and defend it ; there are very notable Chr;gs 
expreſſions 1n ſeveral of the Prophets, as in Davxtel, There are memvers. 
four great Monarchies, then came a little ſtone hewen ont of the Dan, 2, 45+ 
mountain, and breaks them all, one after another ; All oppoſite 
powers to the Kingdow, and Head(hip of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhallbe 
confounded, iz dſpigi of the Pope, and Turks, and Devil and 
all : All the Kingdoms of the earth ſhall at laſt become the 
Lorcs, and his Chrilts, and then in the 1 2. of Zachary, you ſhall 
find? there 1n the 5, Verſe, Zerſalem ſhall be inhabited as towns 
without walls xumeronſly, for I, ſairh the Lord, Will bet*ato her 
a wall of fire round abort, and Will be the glory in the middeſt of 
her ; a wall of fire toburn up the Enemy, and I will be the 
glory in the midd'it of her, for the comfort of his people, the 
preſerce of God is the glory of any place, and therefore he ſaith, 
He will create a defence upon the glory ; an admirable place in 
the 4. of 7/aiah, Pour upon them a Spirit of burning ant judge. Verle 4, 5, 
ment, to direct them, and conſume the Enemies, and he will 
create a defene upon all the glory, upon his Saints Which are the 
£hory,(o be is pleaſed to count themgthough there be no prepara- 
tions in them to raiſe a defence, he will create it; yea in Zach. 
12:2-Bchold, 1 Will make Jernſalem a cup of trembling to all peo- 


/arve ſtone-for all people,all that burthen thens/olwves With: it foals * 3 
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be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth ſhall be gathered. 

Scrong en- together againſt it ; O what encouragement is here for the pooy * - 

f, 1 ©* Saints, the Citizens of Jeruſalem ! ler all the deſperate Atheiſts, 

Chriſts and prophane oppoſites, combine againſt the people 'of God 

members, and plot, although they may have it may be lome particular 
advantages, as it is ſaid of the Romans, they were Pralio vii, 
bur not Bello, it may be now and then they may get an advan- 
tage i» this combate againſt the Church , but yer they ſhall 
never totally and finally overcome them , though they be all 
gathered together ; God will make feruſalem a burthenſome 
ſtone to all that beerthen themſeives with it : There will a time 
come, when the Lord will grinde to pieces, all thoſe that have 
any eAntipathy againſt Jeruſalem , when God will trample 

Rom. 16.23. Fra andall other Enemies under the feet of his Fernu/alem, 
when God will call for all them forth, that would not kave 
him to rule over them, Bring forth mine Enemies that Would 
xot I ſlouldraign over them, and flay them before me, in Luke 
19. 27. there is the ſecond Uſe. 

Vſe 3. 3. If Jeſus Chriſt be the Head of the Church, then ſurely he 
muſt have a body ; an head without a body were prodigious, 
and therefore that DoArine of the Arminians muſt needs prove 
falſe, That world have Feſus (hriſt come into the World upon 
theſe terms, and to dye upon ſuch conſiderations, that all things 
ſhould be lIcft fo far tro mans Free-will, that it was in their 
power,unleſs they would be ſo good natur'd as to believe, when, 
Jeſus Chriſt call'd upon them, that he ſhould not have one 
Iember, no body at all: This is the errontous Doftrine of 

ny te Arminias and his Followers, that go upon his principles; is it 
- "” impoſſiblethat Jeſus Chriſt ſhould not have one Member, for 
Phil.2.13. he gives onely poſſe, he gives not velle, if 36.1 will not believe, 
and improve your Free-will, you may chuſe whether ever you 

will believe or no ; they will not allow, that Jeſus. Chriſt by 

an mvinciable, by an almighty power, ſhall carry men, and over- 

come men ſo far, as to make them of #zW#l;ng, to be willing to 

believe ; yea, where eArminins hath four decrees concerning 

the Salvationof men, you may be within the compaſs of all 

._ Note. thoſefonr decrees, and yet not be ſaved, a miſerable condition ;- $ 
4: he tells you, God hath decreed to give Chriſt, and means, re | 
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fo give Chrilt the honor of beingzhe ſpring of your Supplies ; 


ſhould have Jeſus Chriſt come and dwell with him ! and when Ex 
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and in the Charches of Chriſt. 


that all who believe ſhali be preſerved and ſaved, bur he tells 
you not that he hath decreed to give faith and repentance to any 
one man, to enable him to believe, and therefore it is a molt To believe 
diſhonorable Doftrine ro the Headſpip of (hriſt ; bleſſed be God ws Won 5 
that it ſo much diſcover'd, and we are fo far delivered from g,,. .c. 
it, though it is molt unhappily of late in ſome parts of it, got 
into too many Popular hands. But then | 
4. Take heed (I beſeech you) of any ob/ſtruttions that might Þ/e 4, 
finder a ſweet communion betwixt the Head and the Mem- Carxion, 
bers, that might hinder an izrerconr/e betwixt Jeſus Chriſt and 
your ſouls ; let this rather be your care, to gaia that heavenly 
Skill, how you may make uſe of Jeſus Chriit as the Head. 
1, Give him the glory of his Soverargnty, let him beall in = 
all ; the Soveraignty of his Grace, and the Soveraignty of his 
Independency, to fave whom he pleaſeth, and to do what he 
pleaſes with men, to have mercy on whom he will have mer- g.gm.g. 15: 
cy, and becauſe he will have mercy. 
2. Give him the glory of his #/;/dom as a Prophet, ſeek wi/- 24 
dom from God, and it ſhall be given you ,.in James 1.5.as you 
ſhould give him the honor of his Soveraignty, allowing him 
this, that as the Potter, he may make /ome veſſels to honor, and 1.Tim. 2.20 
ſome to diſhonor, as he pleaſeth, 
3. Give him the honor of his Riches and Fulneſs, ſeek ſup- 3. 
plies from him, do not live upon your ſelves,nor upon your du- 
ties, nor upon ordinances onely, but live upon Jeſus Chriſt in all, 


mt 


in him are freſh ſprings. 

4. Give him the honor of being the beſt friend in the World,”+. a> 
and labor for ſuchan intimacy wich him, that he and youmay + © 
be acquainted, for he faith, If ye love him, and keep his com* | 
mandments, he and: his Father Will come and take up his abode {| 
with you, and he Will manifeſt himſelf to you, in John 14. 23. [. 

O how much of heaven will that foul have upon earth, that he 


he goes to Prayer, manifeſt himſelf, when he goes to read the 
Scriptures, paraphraſe «pon the Bible,and ſuggeſt ſweet hints to 
him; when heis in any fraights, overpower him with a Di=. / 
vine inftinft, though he hath not an expreſs revealed will to {/ 

| C walk 
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walk with, as we have not in every particular circumſtance of 

" an ation; O that then Jeſus Chriſt ſhould particularize ſome 
general Ecripture to you, or bring ſomething to your minde 
that you have heard in a Sermon, it may be a dozen years ago ; 
give him the glory of this, and improve him to this 4/eſed 
purpoſe, 

2. Dor. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt did intend, and doth expett, that upen 
his aſcenſion and giving gifts, there ſhowd be ſuch an entertain- 
ment of the Goſpel, that We might groW up into him in all things, 
who 1s the Head : Itis the perteRtion of a Chriſtian, ro improve 
all the three Perſons in the Trinity ; when you look upon God 
and his attributes, to finde preporrionable impreſsions upon your 
fouls, by his greatneſs, to learn to fear him, by his godneſs to 
love him ; when you look upon the Spirit of God,and his work- 
ing,then likewiſe to feel ſome ſtamps anſwerable thereunto,that 
you may have an inclination to comply With him in all things ; ſo 
likewiſe when ye behold Jeſus Chriſt in the paſſages of his re- 
demption,to make uſe of all,that there may be ſome proport ion4- 
ble correſpondency betwixt his diſpenfations towards you, and 
your improvement of them. And here I ſhall briefly deſire you 
ro conſider under this point, theſe three particulars : 

Ie Firſt, The i»rextion it ſelf,and the expettation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
2, Secondly, The grounds of it : and 

J Thirdly, The ezas of it. 

Chriſts in- 7. For the intention and expeRtation of Jeſus Chriſt hinmſelf, 

rention and \,, 1.0m he did aſcend and gave gifts, it is this, in three particulars ; 


_ That there ſhould be a growth. 

giving . , : 

gifts, That there ſhould be a groWing up into C briſt. 
E That there ſhould be a growing up into Chriſt ;z a// things : 
-N I beſeech you mark theſe three particulars. 


Js Firſt, That there ſhould be a growth ; how agrowth? ſo as to 
1. Thar there eompleat the number of all the Saints,. that not one of them 
ſhould be a be loſt : Jeſus Chriſt hath undertaken, that he will not loſe one 
From. that God the Fatherhath given him,and therefore all thoſe muſt 
be called in; and it ts conceived by learned Expoſitors, that that 

is the meaning of this place, Chriſt hath given gifts, for the per- 

fefting of the Saints ; that is, for the compleating the number, 

To fill up the nxmber of perſons, that ſo many as were 

clefteg, 


« 
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elefted from eternity, ſo many might be called ins and then I. 
e 3 For the compleating of the graces of thoſe Saints, both in +. 
S } rhedegrees, and in the aivity of them, for Jeſus Chriſt (it is | 2. 


D : anadmirable condeſcending exprefiion) reckoneth not himſelf 
* 2 compleat, till all his members be compleat ; I beſeech you take 
notice of that firſt Chap. and the laſt verſe of the Epheſians, | 


" Which is hrs body, the frlneſs of him that filleth all in all : Jeſas Pplit.jaſt. 
4 Chriſt fills al i2 all, and yet (he faith ) his body z5 the fulneſs of 

£ him ; he is pleaſed not to account himſelf compleat as head of 

- the Church, till his memoers be compleated, as to the number 

- : of them, and till their graces likewiſe be complear to ſucha 

6 degree as he intended : but then - 

0 Secondly, There muſt be a growing xp, there muſt be the 

- maner, grow up into Chrilt ; not onely a concorporating With 2, A growing 
{s feWs, as the Gextile Churches did, inthe 3. of the E pheſians, up. | 

0 not onely an :corporating inte 7eſizs (hriſt, though that is ye- 2% 22908! 
a ry much, into the body of Chriſt, but a 2ransforming into pa: es "Y 
go (riſt, that you may be moulded in Chrilt ; I would not be too $175 246- 
d bold with thoſe expreſſions of Nazianzern, becauſe I ſee they minov. 

ll are abuſed, xc:i2mar,zmcir It is an admirable one that Arha- 


naſins hath, That Feſns Chriſt took the nature of man upon him, 
that ſo We might have the uature of God conveyed to ws, the di- 
vine nature; there 1sa ground for that expreſlion, in 2 Per.1.4. 
and a delivering up into Chriſt, into his word, in Rows, 6. 17. 
, the form of auttrine into Which you were delivered; here is an 
: admirable improvement of Chriſt, when a Sermon is delivered 
ro you, the minde of Feſus Chriſt diſcovered, for you to be de- 
livered up to it, that you may go out of the aſſembly under the | 
poWer of that truth, and monlded in it ; and then withal, that 7 
Chriſt might be in you, and you might be in Chriſt, that there - 
A might be a mutual z7-dWelzg, as in that place in 7ohz, yea, that 
+ wemaycometro live in the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, in 
2% Gal. 5.25. yea, and that the very life of Faith, the life that we 
I live,may be by faith iz the Son of God,in Gal.2.20.not onely now 
and then to pray in faith, but to /ive by faith, toaRallin faith ; 
here 1s a growing up into Chriſt, not onely a growing to ſome 
knowledge of Chriit, or to ſome profeſſion of Chriſt, or to 
make towards Chriſt,but to be moulded, tobe transformed in- 
C 2 0 
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to Chriſt; here is the entertainment and improvement of the 
Goſpel that Chriſt expeRs : but then 7 

; Growinz Thirdly, GroWing #p in all things unto Chriſt ; There is the 7 

up to Ci11it proportion, or the dimenſion, as a Head, Or growth muſt be Þ 

445; large as his Headſhip ; now as heis a Prophet, ſo we mult > 
grow up into him, that we may have wi/dem, and all thoſe 
ſupplies from him;zas he is a Pr:ef? grow up in him,that we may 
have Righteouſneſs from him, for the covering of all our ſins ; 
as he isa King grow up in him, that we may have a Redemptioz 
from all our ſnares, bondages and enthralments ; for our being 
and well being, having our ſubſiſtence in him, i2 God the Father, 
and in Chriſt Jeſus, asin 1 Theſſ.1.1. when we are converted, 
we come to have a ew /nbſiſtence in Chriſt : for Truth, and for 
'Degrecs of Grace grow up into him, for habits and att, for 
the velle, as well as for the poſſe, for converting and reneWins 
grace, for it is he that works in you the will and the deed, of 
hzs own good pleaſnre, as in Phil, 2.13. for comforts, and for 
hopes, in 1 Per. 1.8, That you may have joy through believing, 
and the God of peace fill yo with hope, in Rom. 15.13. all our 
ſtrength and comfort lies in #-i9% with Chriſt, and influence _. 

Nizte. fromhim ; It is an eaſlie matter to ſprout in hypocriſie, and in 
ſelf-love, and in earthlineſs, and ſo in a formal external 
profeſiion, and to have a bulk of outward performances ; 
bur irs an hard matter to grow into an inward communion and 
intimacy with Jeſus Chriſt, to be- transformed into him. So 
I have done now with the firſt thing, the ſum of the expeRa- 
tion ; the next 1s, 

The greunds The ground, why Jeſus Chriſt expects this; for very good 
reaſons, 

Reaſon 1, 1-Thisis the grand purpoſe and effeft of Chriſts aſcenſion;he did 
aſcend to give gifts, he did aſcend to give his Spirit, and that is 
the great promiſe of the New Teſtament ; he promiſed to give 
his Spirit, and ſhall he give his Spirit which he purchaſed at fo 
dear a rate, and ſhall the Spirit give gifts to men, and thoſe 
gifts be atuated, and exerciſed, and prepared for you, and 
thall not we improve them 2 O what an ill requntal is here ! 

Reaſon 2. 2, He hath a vehement deſire of union and communion with 

"v3 all thoſe that God the Father hath given to him, Behold 7 fond 
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very unfit for heaven, till thou be polliſhed, faſhioned and 


* this, and expects this : 


F eſpecially in theſe unſtable times, is much greater: Ir is a good 
2 thing 70 have the heart eſtabliſhed With grace ; that is, with the judgement. 


" andin the ( hurches of Chriſt. 
and knock at the door, if any will hear my woyce, then I Will 
come in to him, and ſup With him, and he with me ; that is a melt- 
ing place, a winning place, in Rev. 3. 20, Jeſus Chriſt is impa- 
tient (as it were, I may ſpeak it with reverence) to want 
communion with them who are his in Gods eternal counſels. 
Bar then thirdly, Chrilt may well cxpect this, 
Becauſe attaining the inteuded ſt.:tzre and meaſure of the ful- Reaſon 3, 
weſs of (hriſt, we are fit for heaven, as 1n Ephe. 4. 13. Till we 
all come to the unity of faith, and to the perfett ſtature of theſul- 
eſs of the age in Chriſt, therefore there is ſuch a pitch, and Je- 
ſus Chriſt expedts it ; you will never be fit for him, till you come 
to your pitch: there is a minimm quod fic,as Philoſophers ſpeak 
about natural bodies, fo about every member of the myſtical 
body, you muſt come to ſuch a degree of grace before you 
are fit for heaven ; now God hath deligned you that, that you 
may be meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the Saints 
in light : it is not ſlipping out of a drunkards habit, and to de- Wore. 
fire to be diffolved, or to recetve the communion, or to give 
ſach and ſuch legacies, or to ſend for a Miniſter, and ſav, Lord 
have mercy ou me:No;thou haſt been a drunkard and an Atheiſt 
all thy days, thou art not meet togo to heaven ; Pax/ bleſſeth 
God that hath made him meet : Heaven is a holy place, and 
God is a holy God, and thou haſt a very curſed finful nature, 


framed ; now Jeſus Chriſt expects this: The third particular 
follows ; I ſhall not diſpatch all, you'll give me leaveto conſult 
for my own health. As you have had the expeRation it ſelf, and 
the grounds of it, ſo you (hall have 
The end : Now the ends of it are two, why Chriſt intended The end. 


Firſt, For your ability in Chriſt: and T. 
Secondly, For your improvement of (hriſt. 2 
1. Your ſtability in Chriſt, | 


2. Stability in judgement ; O that is an admirable thing : 


4 
Health of body is a great matter, but truly ſoundneſs of faith, TRI 
I it. 


Stability in» 


doArine of grace, and not with meats, not to be carried up and 
down 


—_— AS © WO TIE" 
——m— ———— 


Truth and Love happily married in the Saints, 


Stability of 
2ficRion. 
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Stabidity of 


convcria:ion. 


Note, 
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down with this wanton opinion, and that wanton opinion, in 
Heb. 13.9. A good thing to have the heart eſtablithed in 
grace. 

To-have a ſtability in affeFion ; that thy affeRions may cen- 
cre upon Chriſt, as thy love, and thy deſire, and thy hope, and 
thy joy ; thou mayelt deſire other things, yet thou mayelt be 
able to ſay, I have noxe in heaven brit thee, and none in earth that 
I defire in compariſon of thee ; you may love other things, but 
you may be able to ſay, I love Jeſus Chriſt for himſelf, and love 
my ſelf and all other things in reference to him ; I value power, 
and eſtate, learning,and all outward thing, nothing, but with re- 
ference and ſubſervience to Jeſus Chrilt:O here is a ſweet /#46:- 
lity of affettion | and that Jeſus Chrilt may not onely be thy joy, 
bur the exceeding gladneſs of thy joy, a triumph of joy, to joy 
more in knowledge of Chrilt, and communion with Chriſt, 
then you doin all outward comforts and advantages whatſo- 
ever: here is a ſweet {tability of afteion ; theſe people will 
not be carried up and down ſo much with cither croſles or com- 
forts,as very many are. Put then 

There is a ſtability of conver ſation,that is,a bleſſed ſtability, in 
famcs 1.8. A double minded man 1 unconſtant in all his ways ; as 
long as you have an end and an end, a heart and a heart,a minde 
and a minde, you'tl never be conſtant ; you know not where 
to finde any men in the world, but godly men, becauſe they 
have fixed principles, they make coyſcience ; but come to a co- 
vetous man, when you ſpeak of his covetoulneſs, there you have 
him, when you ſpeak againſt his earthlineſs, there you loſe him ; 
he hath a double minde, ſomething for God, and ſomething for 
the world, hath no more Religion then ſuirs with his worldly 

deſigns ; he will hear a Sermon becauſe it 1s cheap, yet he will 
{it may be) deceive you in his ſhop, becauſe there 1s his intereſt ; 
and he will; it may be) be jolly and frollick,and ſcoft over a cup 
of ſack at the people of God ſoon after Sermon, though he hath 
expreſſed(it may be )a great deal of zeal to the Miniſter ; why, 
ther: lies his intercſt,he is a jolly man,a profcſſor at large, & he 
muſt be bold : O here is no ſtability. Ir is a bleſſed thing, and a 


ſweet advantage. and Jeſus Chriſt intends this, that you ſhould £2 


be grounded in Chriſt, being rooted, and grounded, and ftabliſhed 
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' flerin any place of trait, he hath variety 0 


* formed in you; O what pain it colt him every Sermon. It was C__ _ 
' a great ſpeech, yet I have heard it as a certain truth concern- p,*, 00S. 


+ edfor paſſionate invettives, to cry up this party, or cry doWn that 
2» party,in a vehement paſcionate maner ; let us rather uſe hard rea- 
43 ſons, and ſoft words : If we conceive they be in an Error, under- 
Þ mine their Error, and avoid any exaſperating provoking names , 
$ Which rather alienates them, hardens them,then recovers them:. 
a8 T hs 15 not the method to preach men unto Chriſt, but rather ts, 


preach away the moſt and beſt of our hearers. 


XUM 


"0 and in the Churches of Chriſt 15 


—— —— 


i» the faith, in Coloſians 2. 7. Now the next end is this, 

Your improvement of Chrift : An improvement of him, for Improve- 
what purpoſe ? m—_ 

Why, for all zeceſſary gifts ; as a as |" as a Min p 

gifts, in 1 (or. 12. 

For all graces ; he hath variety of graces, he hath abundance 

of Spirit, that you may be filled with all the falneſ5 of God, 
as I remember in Eph. 3. 19. 

In all conditions andrelations ; that you may know how to In all condi- 
be ſick,and how to be poor ; how to be Magiſtrates, how to bene =_ _ 
Miniſters ; [ have [carned to Want and aboxnd, I can do all things. : 
through (Chriſt enabling me (ſaith Paul) in Philippians 4. 13. 

And then, 

In all duties ; you can do nothing. without Chriſt, but as he:1,, 111 queies. 
gives in, as he communicates himſelf, and vouchſafes to alliſt 
you ; when he withdraws, you flag, you wither. 

Ilebe bold to ſay a word to my Brethren of the Miniftery : 7ſe,n, 
O that Miniſters would chiefly ſtudy and minde this work, | 
this is proper Palpit-work,, to put people upon ſuch ax exter- 
tainment of the Goſpel, that they might improve Feſus Chriſt, 
and grow upto a ſtability tn him ; Paul was ſent, had a Com- 
miſſien, according to the faith of Gods left, in Tit.1.1. and Thar is, to 
Gal. 4.19. 1 travel in birth with you ((aith Paul ) till Chriſt be preach the 


! | | oſt 
ing Reverend Mr, Bains, That every Sermon coſt him as much Goleelei | 


in bis ſence (as he thought) as it did ordinarily coſt a woman to- 
bring a childe into the world ; I travel in birth, till Tee Jeſu 
Chriſt formed in you ; Pulpits are not for News onely,and to lead Nate. 
people this Way, and that Way, upon politique deſigns, and ſome- 


times upon 6ur own carnal intereſt; Pulpits were never intend- 


Is 
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Uſe z. Tit thus, that Jeſus Chriſt intendeth this entertainment of- 
For Citizens the Miniſtery,that we may grow up into him in all things; then 
chicly, who 7 beſeech you give me leave to call upon you, & I do not know 
wes: 5 6 i where I could ſpeak more fitly in any place of the world, then 
adyantage. in this famous City, and never more ſeaſonably, then when the 

Repreſentative of the City is mer, namely, that you would con- 
ſider, What means you enjoy, What Goſbel-light the Lord hath 
Mat. 11.22. entr1{ted you with, and what he expetts from you ; will it not be 
* much eaſter for Sodom and Gomorrah, then for London another 
day > you that have been /ifted up With Capernanm to heaves , 
if you improve not the means, make acccount, if one place in 
hell be hotter then another, to be thrown down into it : And 
all I have to ſay, is this, Let it be your care ſo to improve the 
Goſpel, that you may derive ore from Chriſt, and live more 
in Chriſt,and expreſs more of ({hriſ#.that you may be inclined and 
enabled to do more for Chriſt :Here accept theſe two ſhort hints; 
Growth 1. Growth muſt be proportionable to the means you do enjoy * 
mult be pr2- Brethren, let me confidently ſay it, That meaſure of growth 
portionable : . . , 
"he means TH20 Might pleaſe God in ſome parts of. £ngland, will not ſa- 
you enjoy. #:5fie God from you that live in London ; why ? becauſe as you 
have higher food, and more ſpiritual and more glorious Gol- 
pel-diſcoveries,the Lord expects proportionable improvements: 
And let me fay this, 
Crowth 2. There muſt be a growth of al the members of the body ; 
niuſt be of that is a rule Philoſophers give, Augmentation 2s of all the parts, 
all paris- and therefore to grow upwards and downwards ; to grow more # 
bumble, more in faith, more in love to the Saints, more in ati- 
vity for God; this it is the Lord expects, 2 Per.z.18, Ts 
Vie 3 This may re&tife our judgements concerning the iniſtery 
of the Goſpel, and that in two great points : .. 
For infor- Firſt, Behold it in its 0710-4, it 1s the Ordinance of Chriſt, i 
marion con- andit is the fruit of the a{ceuſion of Feſis Chriſt ; they are tobe Þ 
—- -y, inſtructed and pitied (1 believe many of them may go ac- | 
Conſider the cording to their preſent apprehenſions, and therefore it were 
Original ot happy if they mighr be with a ſpiric of meaknels reduc'd) that 
the Mini- will cry down all our Afiniſtery as Antichriſtian; why ? becauſe 
ſeery. there were or are ſome defects in Ordination by Biſheps, or 
whoever ; admit that to be truc, but 1 beſeech you, what ts the 


Original ? 
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Original? from Chriſt ; and if any man\vill ask an able godly 

Miniſter in England, where had you your Miniſtery ? you'l 

fay from the Prelates, he will ſay from Jeſus Chriſt, chough it 

is true, the maner of conveying the power of exerci/ing the 

Ainiftery be by men, for Paul faith, He was an Apoſtle nei- Gal.x.t. 
ther of men, nor by men ; not of men, ſo he differ'd from falſe 

Apoſtles, not by men, ſo he differ'd from ordinary Miniſters : 

Now ſappoſeT, or any other Miniſter of the Goſpel, have kad "More. 
our Miniſtery conveyed to us from Chriſt by men, and there 

hath been ſome defects in the maner, will you ſay, that that de- 

fe in the maner, deſtroys the thing ? I think not any body Doubtles it 
would fay,the Marriage Was niill, becaſe they were wot ſo right- 133 Be _ 
ly married in every particular , as to the maner, or to ſay, Lange Fa 
that a Magiſtrate s no Magiſtrate, becanſe in every particular, gown the 

it may be he received not his Magiſtracy, in the due form accord- whole Mini: 
ing to the Statutes, &c. there isa great deal of difference (my ery,becauſe 
brethren) betwixt the grounds of nullifying, and reforming a F pon7 wn - 
thing ; we are all fenſible of ir, and deſire God to pardon what grhers of the 
hath been amiſs, and to heal what is ſtill out of frame ; there Miniſters af- 


hath been defects in the maner of conveying our Miniſtery, or fe& roo 

elſe why do we deſire to reform ir, but we confidently attirm _ $ribag 
our Miniſtery is from Jeſus Chriſt ; Chriſt gave gifts, with the Jevil fomr | 
office and Authoritie, but_ wt ? not onely Prophets and on his deſign 
Apoltles, but Paſtors and Teachers : then 


2. Behold the Minilffy , in Chriſts intention in giving it : Behold the 


Why did he give it ? it were a ſweet thing to conſider, and I am ame in | 
| wrameg it werea good method to cure ſome of London di- Mons rk | 
empers ; no marvel, if you that have ſuch admirable gifts, the giving of 
be (til ſo lean and crazy in ſpirit : what will cure that diltem- it. | 
per? look at the Migiſtry of the Goſpel , as che Ordinance 
of Chriſt, and the fruit of the aſcenſion of (hriſt ; therefore 
when you go to a Sermon, ſay not, I'le not hear this man or 
that man, becauſe he is a fierce Independent, Vlenot hear that 
man, becauſe he is a rigid Presbyterian,nor ſuch a man, becauſe he 
is a vehement Independent, away with all ſuch »»ſeaſonable 
words ; bur ſay this, Fle go-and attend upon the Ordinance of 
of Chriſt, and I'le go-and attend: upon that which is a frut of 
the aſcenſion of Chriſt ; and withal let 'me-adde this, and T 
D deſire 
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Thar O:di- deſire it may be rem@abred, I wiſh I had more {trength to infill 
nances and ynan je, becauſe it is a moſt dangerous opinien, and doth un- 
__ dermine the very foundation of the Goſpel, namely, to hold' 
and we axe as ſome do, and vent it wich much boldneſs, That the Ordj- 
under ano. wances aud the Miniſtery ceaſe, and becauſe that Popery did once 
ther new \d- everſpread the world ; now we have no Ordinances, and noW We 
En have nos Miniſtery: and what place do they bring, it is a moſt 
moi aan- _ , 
gerous and {trange confidence ,and it is in Print,and many of you know the 
moſt un- Book at is cryed up ſufficiently : One interprets this place of 
found opini- Scripture (I beſeech you ler us conſider it in the fear of God, 
_ and with the ſpirit of meeknelſs) Chrilt promiſes he will be with 
them, he gives his Apoſtles commilsion to go abroad, and faith, 
He will be with them to the end of the World, Mat. 28.20, (the 
Lord pardon and heal all wreſting of Scripture, if it be his will, 
See Mr. Selt- 1d prevent it for time to come) To the end of the World, ſaith 
you __ 4, he in print, that is, to che end of this age of Miniſtration, they 
Beams of the are his own words, to the end of this diſpenſation : Nowhe 
bright morn= makes account that this Goſpel-diſpenſation is ended, and now 
ing Stzr. p. weare comeunder a third Diſpenſation. or Adminiſtration ;. 
$34X wewcreall under low Adminiſtrations, the Goſpel isin a ma- 
What ang. PE atancnd, and God # all in all emmcdiately in hu Saints. O 
ther Admi- Ehat Sctipture ſhould be made to ſerve our purpoſes ! weigh the 
niſtration place meckly, I defirenot to geddle with mens perſons, but I 
then-thar of mult be faithful to Jeſus Chriſt, an the ſouls of his people; and 
the Father according [to the light he hath gives me, 1 ſhall endeavor to- 
makeit appear,. that Interpretation is. not conſiſtent with the 
£ . 


Jeſus Chriſt in the 18. Verſe of the 28.0f Matthew faith, Al 
againſt this power 2s given to me in heaven and carth, go therefore and teach 


Interpreta- . 
tion bf Mar, @f MALIONS. 


28 20 for his Teach all nations ; ſurely if this Diſpenſation benow end- by 

third Admi- ed, if the Miniſtry be at an end, all nations cannot be taught,. i 

niſtration. and ſo 7e/ Chriſt wilt loſe ſome of his, ele, for they cannot: | 

i ry call'd in, for there muſt be no. Teaching (it ſeems ) no. Mini- 

%4# ery. 

i ZI rcking them. to obſerve all things, what{orver .Þ com- 
manded you-: All nations will never be taught all things, what=- , 
fvever Jeſus Chrilt commands. them, and the Apoſtles mee 
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ters cannot fulfil their commiſtion if the Ainiſtery be ceaſed, Sttanathes + 
and we muſt have no Miniſtery, and no Ordinances to inſtrutt 51,79 Tygeiy 


them in all theſe things. 


And ls (1o,Chriſt would have you take notice gf it) 7 am With elem 
{ 70x, not onely 1 Will be with you, but am with you, and that Eve 
every day, he is with you always, always even to the end of the pr TA 


world. 


4. The end of the World: What,to the end of this Diſpenſa- xi nutess. 


tion,and for the age of this Miniſtration only2.brethren,I could |, 


fetch it out. of the very Original it ſelf ; whereas he ſaith, aiwy Loy | 


Signifies an Age, I grantit doth, but ir ſignifies Erernity many 
times in Scripture, For thine is the Kingdom, Power and Glo- 
ry, forever and ever, I am ſure of it, there it is not a Diſpen- 
ſation onely. And then for the end, | 

I could fetch it not enely out of P/ato , but alſo out of the , 
Septmagint, and out of other places, where that Greek word 
ſignifies Con/#mmation, therefore there mult be an end ; but 
let us go on further. 

Il'e ask any man that will ſay thefe words, that I am with 
you to the end of the World, That is, to the end of this Dif- 
penſation ; When did this Diſpenſation begin ? in What year 
didit begin ? Let any man tell me that Jeſus Chriſt will be 
with his Diſciples or Miniſters, to this hundred year, or to this 
age, and then he forbears : Is it to all perſons, or to theſe per- 
ſons onely ? then who are they ? TI would very fain have theſe 
plain Queſtions reſolved: O you'l fay, it is till the Spirit comes; 
the Spirit comes'! Why, the Spirit Was coming ever fince Feſns 


(riſt aſcended, and doth come with new lights daily, and the _. 
* Spirit Will be coming, till Feſus (hriſt come again the ſecond 


7 Time. 


6. And I would ask further, I beſcech you, unteſs there be 

a Miniltery, how ſhall we have Popery confuted? You fay, be- 
cauſe Popery hath defiled the Miniftery, there is no Miniſtery; 
1 ſay, Popery maſt be confuted by the Miniftery-: you may 
burn an e-L-ria% 0n the head, but Arriamſm maſt be confounded 
by the Miniftery ; you may hang a Papilt, but we know that 
+ You cannever confure Popery, but by the light of the Miniſte- 


- 


brightneſs 
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2Theſſ.8.9. brightneſs of (hriſts coming, v12. in the miniſtry of the Goſpel. 
7. I would know this alſo, If thefaich were once delivered 
to the Saints, that is, Once for all, as Interpreters have ex- 
Tude ver-3-- pounded it ; What, ſhall we have a new Edition, or anew 
Goſpel ? had we not az everlaſting Goſpel before ? Nay further, 
Peſus (briſt will give up all things to the Father, When ? when 
he hath conquer'd all his Enemies, and after the Reſurrection, 
K 1 15-9> and then God Will be all in all : Well, they ſay, they are Goded 
m_ and Chriſted, and God is immediately in them , and they are 
under the third Diſpenſation, and we are ſtilfunder theſe low 
Adminiſtrations, then they muſt make us believe, the Reſwr- 
reftion is paſt ; for God ſhall never come tobeallin all, and 
Jeſus Chriſt never give up his Kingdom, till the ReſurreQion be 
paſt ; and then further, go now to the neighbor words of my | 
Text, He gave gifts to men, that all might come to the Unity of | 
Kph.4.1t.. the faith, andto a perfett ſtature. All come, and therefore be # 
confident, I dare venture my foul upon it (which is a.great } 
word) that Jeſus Chriſt will have a Miniſtery more or leſs, till * 
he have broxght in all the Eleft, and I have this ground for it #4 
out of the word, He gave gifts, Paſtors and Teachers, till all : 
come to the Unity of the faith, and to the acknowledgement þ 
of the Son of God, and toa perfect itature: Now if they ſay 
there is no Miniſtery, then they muſt make us believe, that all 
the Saints are come in, and that there is a perfe&t number, &c. | 
and therr graces compleated ; but I mult ſpare my ſelf, the time | 
is paſt,I have had late and fad experiense,what it is to ſpend too 
much upon weak Spirits, not recovered ; though I confeſs 1 | 
intended moſt upon the third point, Following the truth in 7 
love. 2 
1. Whatis What is this Truth > Why,as Gods glory is the Conftellation © 
Truth? Of his eAttribmtes, as Gods happineſs ts the abſoluteneſs of his \. 
ſelf-ſufficency, as Gods holineſs is the impreſsion of his image, as 
comfort from God us the glimpſe of his lowing countenance, as the |} 
learning We receive, 8 a beam of his Wiſdom falling upon us, ſo | 
indeed Truth is the iflue, the repreſentation, and the diſcovery 
of his.revealed wil, and of his minde to us concerning De- 
_ and.\Worſhip, What We ſoowld know, ang what we ſhowld 
'fgrattice. | | 
What 
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What is Love? not onely a Love to the Trath, that is good, 2. Whar is 
not onely a fove to (rift the head, that is as good, and the pro- *b'5 love? | 
per genius of Saints, carries them to both theſe, but indeeda dam Thy 
love co the Saints, to the Members, love the brethren, love the d<d\agblnle. ' 
corporation of Saints, in 1 Pet.2, v7. a. 

Whar isit to follow or [peak the Truth here ? Nl oven po 

For Explication, where three things conſiderable; The Greek {1 tow the 
word here (ignifies, ſometimes, Truth in the 

To ſpeak the Truth, in Gal. 4.16. | Text, | 

To ds the Truth , in John 3.21. andin Eph.4.24, Ag”_—_ 

To follow the Truth with a ſincere conſtancy; ſo learned men {*;;,,.5, 

interpret it,zan3wev doth anſwer toan Hebrew word, JN my 4xi13was 
in Niphal, that ſignifies ro be firm, and to be conſtant ; and ſo 
doubtleſs it is a great part of the meaning here,by the oppoſiti- 
on, That you may be no more as children toſſed to and fro, but Verl. 14. 
following the Truth in Love, chat is, following it with com- 
ſtancy, and firmneſs, and cleaving ts it. 
I humbly conceive, To ſpeak, the Truth here, is too 
ſtraight , as will appear, if you pleaſe to compare the 
ontext, I chuſe rather to take the largeſt fence (adoring Scripture 
the deep and myſterious fulneſs of holy Scripture) ſo to P![eritudinen 
ſeek, follow and embrace the Truth with that firm conſtancy, © 
that we ſhould be ready to ſpeak and do the Truth upon all oc- 
caſions, Indeed , Truthing it ra love, which were an admirable Truthing ir 
Motto for Saints, and molt ſeaſonable in theſe unſound and mn —_— 8 
cenſorious times, TYnthing it in love, / Mg es; 
Fe: Truthing it in love, ſeeking and follsWing the Trath With con- Doar. Js 
* ſtancy, is the Goſpel method of our ſpiritual welfare ; This was 
* fohns counſel to the E/e&, and his comfort concerning the La- 2Iob. 24,5. 
dy (a praQtice worthy it ſeems of great perſons : ) This was 
Jobs joy concerning her and her children, and concerning his 
Gaixs too, in the beginning of his third Epiſtle, That they 
Walked in the Truth, and the Truth dwelt in them, and they in Verſe 2, 3. 
Truth, loving one another ; Here is Tr#thing it in Love : now 
in ſhort, what reaſons why this is the Goſpel method to our 
welfare; firſt, conſidered, "4A R_— 
Singly, Truth ana Love, as they are in themſelves , _—_ ON 
contribute much, fonbdok 
wee.” Secondly, 
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Whae Truth Secondly, foyntly, confider the happy marriage of Truth 
and Love do 4nd Love, they operate much to advance this Goppel-deſign. 
_ i Mb iy * Firſt, For Truth, 7: bath a ſoveraign vertne to prevent and 
conſidered, £0 cure thoſe ſpiritual maladies, which are moſt obſtruQive to 
the good of Perſons and ( hurches: Trath keeps from Igno- 
rarce, from Superſtition,from Errors, from Hereſies, yea from 
prophaneneſs. | 
Love keeps from Strife , from Schiſm (although there 
bee ſome differences amonglt Saints, all men ſee not by 
» the ſame Light) if there be Love, it will keep them from 
x Tim.4.3,4 Paking a difference in affetion; or keep them from all #»War- 
1 Cor.i0.23, rantableneſs, diſclayming communion With their Brethren ; It is 
29,30 want of Love that doth thar. | 
; Secondly,Truth,if there be differences in judgement (as there 
may be) yet it hath this power, that it will teach men to hold 
their Chriſtian liberty, by ſatisfying their conſcieriees in the 
. lawful uſe of it. | 
Love will teach them not to uſe their Liberty anſeaſonably £ 
#0 the offence of their Brethren ; the Truth makes you free, if * 
you know the Truth, in John 8. 32. Truth will give us a Free- Þ 
dom,that we ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves to be under #»»eceſſary 
and unwarrantable humane impeſitious, but ſhall ſee our Free= | 
i Cor. 8. 13- Jp; andin the uſe of indifferent things, Love will make me 
fo tender, and ſo Indalgent to the Conſcience of my Brother, that 
Ile rather deny my ſelf, then offend hims ; here is Love and Truth 
ſingly, as to the preventing of evil. And then 
What Trurh Secondly, Here is Trwth and Love, that have a dire& Sub- 
Ewe _ ſervience to promote. the beſt good of Saints in their Communion | 
Feſt good of with Chrift; now Truth enlightens the minde concerning the 
Saints, being Whole Coneel of Ged,concerning agenda, and vredenda ; teach- "# 
joynely con- jng us, that like as -Uſurpers, not as Libertines, we encroach jx; 
Bdcred. upon the Headſhip -of Chriſt ; and Love enflames us, and | 
enclines to embrace Truth \ and rejett Falſhood, and what 
ever -is prophane, P/al. 119. 127, _ T bate every falſe 
Way, 1 love-rhy. flxrmves,- &c. Truth will not onely inform ws, 
Y 4 engage uf inform others, to teach and inſtruct them, 
"mb that they ſhould know what they ſhould: do, and Zove will M_ 
ka Tim.2.25. (cach us to do it with Ceekreſs ; Exhort them that ave con-  - 
"= : 
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OY rrary minded With meekneſs ; oftentimes we preach /mart Ser- *s 
mons, give hot reproofs, like as: when. Phyfitians give Potions 

1d ſealding hot, they will ſpit them out*again, and cannot endure 

to them, and they go away prejudic'd ; I cannot- endure to hear 

hs ſuch a man, he is ſo hot and furious, and vents his own ſpirit :. 


m | Oit's Love and meeknels cauſes 1s to deal tenderly, and ſoftly, 
& meekly wich our Brother, and this is i2dced the Spirit of the 
re i Goſpel; Thereis no more diabolical Spirit, then a furious Spi- 
by rit, and no more Goſpel Spirit, thena meek. and calm Spirit : 
m But I muſt contract. The next thing is, . 
mY Love and Trmth joyutly, when they are married joyntly to. Whit Trutle 
is gether, and go hand in hand, and Saints by them joyn-heads and ** —_— 
hearts, O then, and then onely they operate fruirfulty : Truth ———- 


: conſidered, 
re without Love, breeds onely empty dry. Speculations, which 1 Cor.8. 1. 
1d KE puff up; Love without Truth, is a blinde, if not a Pogiſh, yet an 
he ; aunwarrantable devotion amongſt formal Proteſtants; What Note. 


J is the reaſon ? you (hall ſee now amongſt many of your 
bly * dull and cold Proteſtants, more zeal about Chriſtmas day, then 
if * the Lords day, about hearing a Paſſion Sermon upon that they 
ce- © call Good Fryday,then upon any other day : Here is Love with- 
ary | out 77#th, now Truth and Love joyned together, would keep 
ce {| the people from beingtoo fond about theſe wmwarrantable pra- 
me Aaiſes : But will fome ſay,whatdo ye blame us about Eaſter, and. 
hat a Communion at Eaſter? &c. Have we it not in Scripture? 
ath See what Scripture they have forit, I would this ſecret were 

declared to allthe world, it would break many ſnares with: 
1b. © which divers are intangled : | 
ion & In the es, there is the word Eafter indeed, in the .,_ 
the Rx twelfth Chapter, When he had apprehended him, he put him: in © 7 Fry 
ch. ® Priſon , and delivered him to four quaternions- of Soldiers to i en 
ach © keep him, intending after Eaſter to bring hins foFth to the peo= not after Ea-- 
and & pe : There is Eaſter, but will you hear now, how; it came. in ſtcr, if truly- 
har IJ firſt? You'leafly believe that it muſtbezumbled.in one way or "nit ued,.. 
alſe her, if you underſtand the Original ;, There was the word id Mitte 
ns, WM Zeaſcover, but no Eafter, the word Eaſter was not found out pig; © -* 
| inmany*hundred years after this-was ſpoken of Peter :-But. here 
was: 4 ſecret. : 
BH. Twasaglorious work of King 7ames; be ſet divers Oxford: 
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men, and Cambridge men, and City Miniſters, with others 


to Tranſlate the Bible, a glorious work, how ever Tranſ- 3 
lations may be lighted amongſt us, yet Bugenhagizs and other # 
Divines, when they had the Bible Tranſlated into the Dutch # 
Note, language,they kept that day of the year a Feaſt of Thankſgiving ® 
for the Tranſlation of the Bible , they were ſo affeRted with the gy 
mercy, but it's a great unhappineſs, when the Tranflation of the 


Bible ſhall be brought to ſerve o#r purpoſes. 


I haveit from-certain hands, ſuch as lived in thoſe times, that = 
when the Bible had .been Tranſlated by the Tranſlators appoint= 7 
ed, the New Teſtament was looked over by ſome of the great 2 
Prelates, (men I could name ſome of their perſons) to bring # 
it to ſpeak Prelatical Language, and they did alter (asI am in- 
formed by the means of one that was a great obſerver in thoſe © 
time, and lived then) Foxrteen places in the N ew Teſtament, b 
to make them ſpeak the Language of the Church of. England, XY 


that was ſocryed up: and Vle tell you ſome of them, 


&; Hy £T1- Firſt, In the firlt of the e{&-s, ſpeaking of Fudas, Let ano- I 


 0%omy 4vTs ther man take his Biſhoprick ; it is torc'd, it {ignifies Charge or 


az69 £72p%, InſpeRtion : but that you may believe that the Biſhops are the + 


As 1.2c. 
_ eApoſtles Succeſſors, let another man take his Biſhoprick, 


Again, In the ſecond of the As, it is Not ſuffer my Soul ; 


to Lie in Hell; this is clear, Former Tranſlations have it, not ſuffer 


my Soul to lie in the Grave; But it was learned Bil/oys Opinion, 7 
and thruſt into the Thirty nine Articles, that Chrilt did Locally 7 
deſcend into hell ; and to make that Tranſlation agree with the 


Articles, they muſt change Grave into Hell. 


7 Alſo the Fourteenth of the Ats,T hey ordained them Elders, "a 


us ads. they loved to cry up Conſecration of Churches, and Dedica- 


tion, and ſach kinde of things, and Epiſcopal Ordination roo h 


(for thele all advanced.the-power of the Priclts and the Biſhops, 


which brought - in Tranfubſtantiation amongſt Papiſts ) and j,; 
There was therefore 'in\ the Geneva Tranſlation, that was render'd, cho- 
borh 264p272- [en by ſuffrages, by lifting up of hands, the word Primarily / 


yi & ate 
povtoe, yer. 
ſometime the 


former in- by Suffrages or Voyces, they did Ordainthem. Wo 
Sudcd in the i Next, I come tothe firſt of the (orixthians, 12.28, An abomind- 


importsthar, it maybe in ſome of the Fathers it includes both, 
they will tell you; becauſe. afterwards baving choſtn Elders 
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ble violence offered to the Original,God hath ſet in the Church, 
Apoſtles, Teachers, Helps, Governments, and you ſhall tinde 
here a great impolture, it may be now altered, appearing ſo 
groſs, but I have ſeen ir, and read it in ſome Trasflations, 
Helps in Government ; which is a moſt horrible prodigious 21,4; 
violence to the Greek words, for they are both the Accuſa- werncres, 
tive caſe, Helps ; there are Elders, Government, there are Dea- Helps, Dea- 
cons ; now to obſcure theſe, you mult put it, helps in Govern. ©» = 
ment. | ; 
« I had tt related ſince the delivery of this plain Sermon, by —_— 
« one who molt confidently affirmed it, That the /earned man Note this 
* to whom it belonged to Tranſlate the firſt Book of Sammel, grand Impo= 
« having rendred that which Same! from God fpake concerning ure. 
&« Saul, 1 Sam.8. 11. Thr ſhall be the maner of the King that 
« ſhall reign over you, He Will take your ſons, &c. He was ſent 
« for to Lambeth, and there perſwaded to make the words wit 
« rake your ſons, &C. Shall takg ; which he conſcienciouſly re- 
« fuſed, well knowing it was not ſpoken by Samuel to Saul, by 
« way of direction for duty what he ſhould do, but Pro phetically 
« and Eventually what he would db. | 
And then laltly, for Zafter ; this was another place that was 
altered(as you have heard) to keep up that holy time of Eaſter, 
as they would thinkir, for herein was the innocency (though 
unhappineſs unto us) of the Primitive Worthies, and other 
Chriftians ; theſe had fair intentions in bringing in many things, 
rhey thought to win upon the Heathen, and therefore would 
not Wholly aznll, but change things,change ſome of their great 
Feaſts into Chriſimas-time, change now (it may be) Pentecoſt 
into-Whitſontide, and the Paſsover into Eaſter ; it had a good 
intent ; but minding their own intentions, more then Gods 
Word, their Retr, you ſee how theſe conſtitutions of men are 
degenerated. Now T beſeech you, let us not ſuffer our ſelyes to- 
be abuſed, when a word Eaſter ſhall be thruſt in (for it was 
divers hundred years after Peter, that the word Eaſter came 
in) ſhall 'we therefore go and keep up an Eaſter Communion 
above all trmeselſe, for ſuch prerences astheſe are? Brethren, : 
the moreyou joyn Truth and Love together, the more you'll be 
free from theſe fond kinde of Devotions : And let me fay this, 
E Ie 
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1. Uſe 
of Inſtru- 
ion. 


2. Uſe 
of Cautiun. 


—  ————  — — ———— 


It is Blinde Devotion indeed ; and many mes that are ſo zea- 
lsus for theſe, and women too, they think to get protedtion for 
other courſes. 

It may be many a Lady that paints and ſpots,and trifles away 
precious time, if ſhe be but zealous at an Eaſter Communion, 
ſhe thinks to get a proteQtion for all vanities elſe : A Citizen, 
if he be a Patron to ſuch a Aliniſter, frequent Lefwres, then 
he may be frollick,, and vain, and looſe , &c. Here is Love 
without Truth. 

Let me adde this, 774th without Love makes many ſwell, 
and contemn others; and Love without 7reth edifies to Su- 
perſtition and to ldolatry ſomerymes ; What brought in Praying 
ro Saints, but Love Withour Truth * But you'll allow me to be 
ſo indulgent to my ſelf, as that if either the ordinary place, or 
the ordinary time be not obſerved, to pity a man that hath ſe- 
ven moneths labored under a quartane Ague, and had a fit late 
Laſt zight. 1 might make three Uſes: and the firſt ſhould have 
been this, 

To ſhew you, why many Profeſſors are ſo barren, and many 
Chriſtians ſo ary, and unſtable amongſt you, becauſe they have 
not minded this conjunction of Truth aud Love ; which is the 
Goſpel method to grow up into Chriſt, and ſo to our Spiritual 
thriving : For «pon him all our fruit is found, Hol. 14.8. 

Take this as a Ule of Cation, I beſeech you, would to God 
I knew what language to ſpeak to Wiz upon you : I would be- 
ſeech you, this Hoxorable Repreſentative City, who have ſo 
great an influence, have been ſo much concerned, and are ſtill ſo 
much intereſted, ro beware that you ſufter not your ſelves, by 
any policies of men, or cunning undermining whatſoever, to 
be cheated of your Tr#th and Love, leſt you loſe your ſelves, 
and Religion, and City, and Eſtates, and indeed the Kingdorr. 
Brethren, there are deſperate Deſigns on foot ; and as ſo much 
good hath been brought to this Kingdom heretofore by the 


City, and their Zeal, and their Purſes, and their Courage, and F ; 
their Fidelity ; ſo now there hath been of late great tryings of. | 
concluſions, how to work upon the City ſo far, tro make them. 


inſtrumental for the deſtrxttion of al, and the Devil hath many 
ative Soldiers abroad, 
Firſt, 
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. Firſt, There is indeed one unhappy Regiment of thoſe that Two dan- 
are Erroneous . though divers of them very honeſt-hearted, 8*r9vs Re- | 
and of thoſe that are not ſuch friends to love as they ſhould es 
/ be ; and certainly, much hach been our miſery, by reaſon of 
b uncharitable miſtakes,of Errors in matter of Faith, and $chiſms 
, 5 point of Love. 
2 i Secondly, There is another 7e/witical, Arheiftical, Prophane 2. 
e * @arty, that take advantage of theſe Errors, and theſe Divi- 
© ſons, as he faith, They do fiſh in troubled waters, that know C#1are impe- 


l, 7 how to improve all theſe Errors and Diviſions, to drive on 7 & i. 
FR, : . n quiet lem- 
j- their own Deſign ; and nothing more ordinary then for ſome j,,,, 
s5 — Malignants(chough I love not names) or diſaffefted perſons, 
e » call them what you will, thoſe chat are no friends to Truth and 
r > Love, nor Parliament, nor Army, nor any Scripture-Reforma- 
-- - tion, they will come in one company, and aggravatethe 21i/- 
fe © Carriages of the Parliament and eArmy , Now what is theig 
'© | plot? to keepopen the Breach, that fo at laſt Epiſcopacy and 
the old Common-Service-Book may come in again : Who ſees 
y not this? And I confidently ſay, and pray God it may be con- 
ve | fideredin time, that yov, out of any Diſcoxtenr, or out of any 
he _ paſſionateeAnimoſities (1 hope the Lord will keep ſo wiſe a 
al |} City from it) ſuffer not your ſelves to be ridden by them : Do 
 younot remember firſt they would have divided eArmy and 
1d © Parliament ? there wasa time God prevented that : Do you 


e- * not remember there wasa time they would have divided Ciry 
ſo ' and eArmy ? the Lord keep you from that evil : And now 


ſo © their laſt concluſion 1s, to divide thoſe that are Friends, and en- 
by gaged in one Covenant, to try if they can fer England and 
to Scotland at variance, and engage them in Blood apain : And 
es, this is their P/or, and how ſhall they bring this about? O, 
We by that malignant Jeſuite Conrzens Rules [ there is a little 


ch Book called Look about you, Tranſlated out of his Works) 
+ and hegives you Eight Rules to cheat people of their Reli- 
nd. & gion, andto ſerve in Popery by Art: I would you could all 
; of get that little Book, and you ſhould ſee that very Contzens Spi- A little 


em- t is amongit CMalignants, and they walk by the fame Rule, book in 
ny — by Degrees , and come by Compulſions, and ſach poli- | png menng 


tique ſtrains he hath there : Take notice of your wayes ; and you. 
E 2 (wy * 


ta. 
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(my Brethren) it is moſt clear, your F5rends grieve for ir, your 
Enemies begin to triumph wm it, that they (can have ſuch a 
Power in the City, and, with, ſeveral welt affected people in 
the Land, who are friends to Truth, to Peace; and to the Go- 
vernment of Chriſt:, They, will come and tetllyou,, Whar, no 
Government ; Can ye believe they are friends to. Government? 
What, Druokards,and Artheilts, and Prophane wretches friends 
to Government ? They that cannot endure a per/onul Refor- 
mation, would they have an Eccleſiaſtical Reformation? Will you 
cruſt them with a Government? and a Government: of their 
own ſethng ? what Government think you we ſhould have ? 
Now. ſo many of the well-afteted both of Miniſters, and Gen- 
tlemen, and Noblemen in Scotland are againſt an Engagement 
in War, and ſo.are they in. England, who are: they that are 
forward to. engage ? Vle put no Character upon- them, you 
know whoin England areand you have heard who in Scotland, 
and what Government think you they, would ſettle > God keep 
us from a Government of ſuch mens ſettling ; for we ſhould 
have Prophaneneſs, and looſneſs, they would make ſuch a la- 
titude in Government, that all ſhould return to the old track 
again ; We mult have as groſly mix'd Communions as ever, and 
their old Ceremonics, their zeal for Chrijtmas-day, and their 
Geood-Fridty (more zeal this year then laſt, for theſe things, 
and more laſt then before) And what do theſe men aym ar, 1 
beſeech you ? The Lord-God of Heaven inform us aright, if I 
be miſtaken, I with 1 might ſee my Error; If any of you 
may through diſcontent, be tranſported, the Lord diſcover it 
to you ; And let us take heed of this, that while we are jarring 
one with another, we do not betray our ſelves and all ro a third 
Party, to a Common Party, that Would deſtroy both : Tt may be 
here-may be the.adyantage, which: is but a poorpne, firſt de- 
ftroy Independents, and then deſtroy Preſbyteraans, and: ſet up 
Prophanenets and: Looſneſs as much as ever. Now- the Lord 
cauſe you to joyn Faith, and-Love, and 7 r#th-lo together, that 
you may. not-be. cheated: by ſuch men. The third Uſe: And 
truly, I have one-woxd-moreto ſay, andif'I thought I-ſhoult 
dye thenext Fit, 1, ſhould deſire to. ſpeak to: this City ;, and 
that is this; t 

I come 
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I come hither this day, (and though I do it chearfully to ob- 
ſerve your pleaſures, yet not without ſome hazard ro my |; 2 
health) chat I may ſay a few things-to you, and the Lord help .;Q,, 
me, that I may deliver what I did intend, and that you may 
entertain it with the ſame affeRion I render irto yon : My 
buſineſs ſhould be, if I had power this day, as x poor Worthy: 
friend to the Bridegroom , to draw a Contratt between Truth 
and Love, in all you Citizens of Londoy, that all you, though 
you may haye ſome difterent Opintors, yet T would have 
Truth and Love match:d and married happily together in you. 
Brethren, I confeſs that there are many Errors; but take heed 


you be not more offended then needs, or at leaſt thereby per- 
verted by the polirique Deſigns of thoſe that ſerve themlelves 
in theſe Divilions, and upon you. 


Firſt, I do not think all Opinions are Errors, that ſome men Some Errors 


call Errors. 


Secondly, All Errors are not alike, not equally oppoſite to _ Cn 
: TE ; 2. Tnfide. 

Thirdly, (' lubbing, and Impriſoning, and Compelling, is not ;. Praterfi- 
the proper way to cure Errors, though there may be ſome dem. 


the Faith. 


courſe taken to reſtrain erroneous perſons , When they are oppo- 


: ſite to the peace and Welfare of the State, &c. But that I would 


fay, is this, That Errors, they mult be reduced and confuted by 
Truth ; and then withal, it is moſt certain, That Errors abound 
not by reaſon of a Reformation (and therefore to charge it up- 
on a Reformation, is very groſs) but there is a defe& in our 
Reformation which gives occaſion to them. 

And as for Love, they cry for Love, for Love, and it isa 
wonder, men that are againſt the very Swb/tantials of the Go- 


ſpel, yer they will cry out againſt any little Heterodox Opinion, 


and for Love: How can they ever expett that godly and Wicked 
men ſhould joyn together in Love ? What Churches then ſhould 
we have ? indeed we will love the moſt carnal men in the 
world witha /ove of pity, but not with a /ove of complacency 
ard delight : And:Jeſus Chriſt expeRts it not, but that we ſhould 
lowe-as be loves. But then further, what love ſhould we have ? 
ſacha love as indeed doth tend to Zaificatior, and doth' tend 
ta Reformation, and ſich a love as 1s Sowl-love, and ſuch a love: 
as 


3 Vie 


xhorta 


Note, 
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as is a /ove to the Head, as well as to the Members ; ſuch love 
as is not complemental, and frothy, and flattering, O there- 
fore let it be your care ſtill, not to ſuffer your ſelves to be any 
ways miſled, becauſe there are ſome defects, and want of 7Trath 
and Love, it hath always been ſo: In Origexs time and (ry- 
ſoſtoms, they came to them, complaining, that there are Divi- 
ſions among ſt Samts ; they anſwered, And Diviſions will be : 
Are all Philoſophers of a minde ? Are all Phyſicians of a minde ? 
and if all Saints be not of a minde, it 5 no marvel ; onely let 
them have a care to preſerve AﬀeRion, though they differ in 
Opinion. But to cloſe up all. 

That great Oracle of the Law, learned Sir Edward Cook in 
his I»ſtirutes, gives five properties of a Parliament-man, and [ 
think they will as well agree to an Alderman, toa Commun- 
Councel-man : I delire they may be conſidered ; 

Firſt, ſaith he, He mult be w/e, and conſtant, ſo able to di- 
ſcern and know things aright, perlons, circumſtances, that he 
be inflexible. 

Secondly, He ſhould have a good AZemory, fo to remember 


paſt cvills , that he labor to prevent future dangers, The other | 


three he takes from the Elephant : Firlt, ſaith he, 


Fr Elephainte 
melancholii 
tranſit 12 ue 


uſe ir , not out of a [e/fi/h paſsionate reſpeft, but rather guide 


rrimertan and dircA it to a zeal for the good of the Whele Body the Com- ; 
corport. »0n-wealth. And then ſecondly, for that too he draws from: | 


the Elephants ; 


Though the Fourthly, The Elephants they never go alone, but they go | 

gregatim ;, and thole creatures that go alone, Bears and Foxes, | 
ruris & ma- EhEy are hurtful ; thoſe creatures that are moſt innocent, they | 
ximi intcle- go together : If you ſhew you are moſt uſeful, and innocent | 
aw, yetgre- creatures, like ſheep, O keep together. And then the Þ}. 


Elcphants be 
mMAxXIMa vir 


 garim(omer third is, 

"one: — Fifchly, The Elephant is p1adv2po70;, he faith, that the Ele- 
wocivs 49 ſo- phant loves men : I would have all theſe properties meet in 
livage are- every one of theſe Worthy Citizens, that are any way betrufted 
Hom "With the Government of the City : The God of Heaven give 


ranti viam 


oftendis, You wiſdow, and give you to remember all Providential Dif- 
penſations 


ww 
EE rr 
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Thirdly, An Elephant is Wirhoxr gall, that gall that he hath | 
doth tranſire in nutrimentum corporrs ; if he have heat he will | 
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penſations that are paſt, and deliver you from paſſion, and gall, 


o and make you flock together, and head together, and teach you 
4 to love men ; All this would ſtill engage you aginſt a common 
4 Enemy : Love men as men, love the bodies of mex ; and you 
bþ | have given a moſt glorious accompt of that this year, to your 
'- * praiſe I mult report it, here is this year, ec. why, here is a glo- 
= | rious proof of your love to men ; Love their bodies, love their 
do. fouls, love them as Chriſtians, eipecially love them as Saints, 


3 haveacare tobreed them up in Callings, train them up in ſome 

ft & degreeof learning ; this is moſt honorable, and, I hope, being 

In | done with an honelt heart, ic will farther your accompr at the 

 F|F great Day. 

n kj 1 yet dare take the boldneſs to adde the Ryles, which I Rules conr 
1 | chiefly intended : Some Rules now for your par/#ance of Truth, mrs, i 4 
» | and ſomefor the purſuance of Love , that rhey may be happily 


| the purſu- 
| married this aay. ance of it, 
li- 3 For Truth, let the Word of God be Rule and Judge ; when 1- Rule a- 


he } you enquire after Truth, ſtudy the revealed will of God, and bo Non 
' make ule of revelations in concurrence with the Word of God ; ©1535 
XC | butdonot ſet up revelations againſt the Word of God. It 
Cr © was a deſperate expreſſion from Yalde, in.a Book of his in - 
{ great requeſt now adays ; it is true, he had many things good 
th Þ in him, conſidering the darkneſs of the times wherein he lived, 
vill | 2 Spaniard ; ſaith he, We muſt uſe the Scriptures, as Wwe uſe 
ide ! Pifkures (he was a Papiſt) uſe Pictures for a While, till we get 
'm- || apprehenſion of the thing or perſon realized to us, then throw 
on Þ| them aWay, becauſe now We can pray Without Pittnres : So, uſe 
the Scriptures till we have got our mindes raiſed and elevated, 
89 Band then we zeed no Scriptures. The Lord deliver us from 
xs, {this Opinion, which tends to nndermine the very Word of 
Chriſt. 
q 5 beit from me to ſay any thing againſt New-Light, pro-. 
wperly ſo called, though there is ſome ſo called, which is,I doubr, 
Darkneſs ; nor againſt all Revelations, for there is a Spirit of 


Ele- BRevelation : but I deſire it may be wiſely conſidered, how the 
C it BSpirio of Revelation diſcovers it ſelf; Thus chiefly , not in 
fred ringing in a New Goſpel, and ſuch New Difpenſations tO us, as 
g1VC yy talk, of ; but in Diſcovering that Word which he hath re- 


vealed, 
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vealed, and we have by ws, in raiſing our mindes to underſtand 
that Word more fully, and thoſe Works of God that are in 
more clearly : I would heartily bleſs God for it in my felf, or 
in others, if it were ſuch a Spirit of Revelation, as ſhould help 
me to ſee any Wordoef God, or any Work of God in me more 
clearly : This is the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation the Apo- 
{tle ro the Epheſians ſpeaks of ; but if you'il talk of Revela- 
tions, that you have Revelations beyond the Word, and it may 
be ſometimes 1n a maner contrary to the Word ; ſurely this 1s not 


Eph.4.17. 


Caſſius 
h:s Cullat, 
2. de di{crc- 


Fione, cap 57 of a pit, he ſhould get o#t ; but for all his Revelation, he was 


deceived. I defire ſuch things may be conſidered. The next 
thing is this, 


Proedentials,as Humane Conſtitutions, then as Divine (onj E: 
T1HIONS; 


-* 


the way of truth. There isa poor old man Hero in Caſsianms, | 
that thought he had a Revelation, that when he Was in the bottom | 


als 6. Hinde Truth wiſely : T would fay under this head, | 
baur Truth. 1. Be ſwreit be Truth that you contead for ; not for unwar- Þ | 
ranted-Ceremonies, not for trifles, for thoſe things that de- Z 1 
ſerve not the name of Divine Truth : And then 3 1 
2. Preportien your zeal to the nature of Truth : There are | 1 
ſome Truths de fide , circa fidem, and in ſome fence preter |} | 
fidem ; T muſt not allow the /ike zeal for all; I will have the 5 7 
Subſtantial part of my zeal for Subſtantial Truths, and for y & 
other Truths , ſo much zeal as the nature of them calls for : | 
This is tominde Truth wiſely, this is that that becomes you. # 1t 
And then withal,  E 
2. Rule a- Hinde T raths according to the direftions of Truth : * 07 
bour Truth, 1. CMeadale not with things too high, be ſeber ; A Spirit of | c: 
wn ve C09: Sobriety in Divine things, and Modeſty in Secret things, is) ſo 
_—- molt ſuitable to a Saint, Roms. 12.3. & CC 
Geoveiy \1c- 2. Minde not Cerrofities, with neglect of thoſe things that in 
w7rovay. AC neceſſary : Afﬀeirm conſtantly (faith Pax! to Titus) that ſh 
thoſe that are believers maintain good Works, but as for fables,] 
let them go, Tit.3.S. g W 
3. If you'll do what becomes you concerning Tryth, Do m1 
notclap a 7us Divinum rafhly upon every one of your Opinions :}| cr 
O'that brings us into a {great dral of bondage ; divers thingy} m1 
maybe very-good , and yer better, and more fafely ſettled: 25 bre 


and in the Churches of Chriſt. 33 


t#tions, unleſs we be ſure we are upon Scripture-grounds, then 
I fay nothing againſt it. Whart is the reaſon now that the Pope 
cannot alter ? 1 have heard it from ſome that have ſpoke with Fu Divinum | 


—_———— 
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p learned ſober Papilts, asking them, What think you of Tr,ax- #itur verbo 
re ſubſtantiation, or the like Opinions ? they profeſs, Though we —_ 


would,yet we cannot alter them, the Pope naving aflerted chem, 
who is infallible ; ſo that if we change one Point of our Re- 


y ligion, We ſpoil all, Truly, if we clap a 7 Divinum, we can= M2te- 
ot & notalcer it, for weare engaged to hold it, though we were 
x, | miſtaken: I had rather ſettle 760 /irrle, then r90 much, then we 


m | leavereom for New Diſcoveries ; We may better adde then 
AS diminiſh : I cannot take away a 7: Divinum, without a great 
xt & dealof diſparagement. 

Do not preſently obtrude with confidence your own conceits 4. Rule a- 
/poz others, but rather miſtruſt them : Learned men have had bout Truth, 
their Errors, the wiſelt men have been deceived ; and do not 
raſhly run from one Extremity to another. Chry/oſtom he 
World, and others they Would run from the Manichees ſo far, 
that they Went too far towards Pelagins : Many of us run fo 
far from Popery and Prelacy , that we run into other Extre= MNote, 
mities, very dangerous and unhappy. O take heed, let me adde 
this further, as you would be friends to truth, 

Know that you have to deal with thoſe men, that will bring 5- Rule a- 
in Errors, ſenſims ſine ſenſu; as the Devil dealt with Adam and bour Truth. 
Eve at firſt, how did he beguile them ? he corrupted their 
mindes by degrees (take heed of his methods) from the ſimpli- 2 Cor. 11.3. 
toffi city that is in Chriſt : You ſhall firſt have a /irrle ſtep, and 

is ſomething like a Truth, and that may be diſputed at firſt, then 
| comes another, and then comes another, and ſo at laſt you are 
that involved in inextricable Errors, But the ſixth and laſt thing I 
that) ſhall ſay under this head ; ET 

Take heed of being too far engaged in 4 party ; it is the 6, Rule a- 
way to ſell a mans judgement : for if I be oneof a party, I bout Truth, 
mult frain hard to ſay as they ſay, and ſubſcribe as they ſub- 
ſcribe, elſe I ſhall be an e-{poſtare ; this is dangerous, then all 
muſt be proclaimed Heretical that differ. 1any a man hath 
broke his Conſcience, violated his peace, by this Engagement, be- Note, 
canſe he muſt not yeah With his Party. 


It 
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ages ea go—_ 


It is a notable rule Politicians have , He that inclines to: 


oO — 


Triclinans a1 


zem fit Vomi- generation in England that ſleep ſo quietly, as thoſe that are un- 

nis n:rinſ};. engaged to this or that Party : What there is good in Epiſce- 

pacy, they will zot decline it, becauſe the Biſhops had it ; What 

there is good amoneg!t the /ndependerts, they will cloſe with it; 

' 4 What there is good in Preſhytery, they will entertain that : 

: And theſe are the men that Preach with Freedom, that conver/e 

with Freedom. 1 do deſire and hope there may be a good /10- 

aderate Preſtztery Tertled amongſt us; yet Ile profeſs to the 

world, Vie not be fo engaged to own every thing init, that [ 

will not embrace any thing that 1s good in another way : The 

Lord keep us from being engaged to ſuch Parties, that will 
make us {]aves in our Conſciences to them. 


x. Rule a Jn your contending for 7r#th,let there not be az abatement of 
- ce Love : Think it not enough to be 4x Orthodox, unleſs you be a 


Eph 5.2. * loviag chriſtian too,that all things may be done in love,that there 
Col.3-12,13, You may Walk #n love, and be clothed With love ; three places 
are to that pxrps/e. Let me adde this then further, that you 
may advance this happy Union and Marriage betwixt Trarh 
and Love, 

Love men more for the work of God you ſee in them, then 
you ſlight them for any ſuch defefts or miſtakes, as are con- 
liſtent with godlineſs and with Saintſhip, Eph4.-1,2,3,4- 

Do not thinkever to r2cover men With paſsionate invellives; 
Do not think to confute their Opinions with vehement reproach- 
ful ſpeeches : It is Love that melts, that wivs upon them : And 
1detiire that you, and], and all Miniſters might praQiice this, 
That when we deliver the moſt arp reproofs, it might be Scr1- 
ptere-language, and with a Scripture-Spirit, that maybe the 
way to recover them, wheras the other hardens them it may be 
they will never hear you more, and then what have you got by 
it? you may preach againſt them abſent, and that prejudices 
them ſtill, till at laſt it may be you have preached away almoſt 
all your hearers. Further, that you may advance this. happy 
Union of Tr#th and Love, < 


2. Rule a- 
bout Love. 


2. Rule a- 
dout Love. 


4. Rulea- 
bout Love, 


xextren pay- Neither Party, is maſter of both : AndT profeſs, I know not any _ 


Study to pleaſe, every one your godly Neiobbor , for his { 
g00d 70 caification ; and fuch as are ſtrong, mult bear the infir+ 
mities 
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wities of the Weak,, and not to pleaſe our ſelves, faith Paul, Tt gom.5.1,2- 

argues a great deal of prowd fondneſs of thy own conceir, and =. _ 

want of /ove to thy Brother, when thou wilt contemn every 0:3 Tit 

one who attains not thy meaſure. There mult be a Chriſtian e3»:;7pos- 

perſonal Toleration, forbearing one another in love; though there 52/i!. 

may not be a State-To/eration of all Religions, Eph.s 2- 
Do not delight in attixing reproachful Names ; to cry down 5. Rule a- 

people under this or that Name, never any good comes by it : bout Loves 

for there 1s this inconvenience, You Wrap iz all, that it may be do 

rot deſerve it, not going fo far as others: Asto cry down all 

men under the name of Azabaptiſts, though it may be ſome of 

: them do onely /cr:p/e abort the Baptizing of Infants,and are far 

l from the opinions of the German Anabaptits, who deny Magt- 

Rracy,cc. and ſo, many ſuch like inſtances I might give. Let 


f meadde this: If you would indeed get a Spirit of love, and. 
4 YT advance it, let this be your care, | 
e KF That in themidlt of alldifferexces of fudrement, you'main- 6. Rule a« 


'5 | taina ſweet harmony of affettion , and labor to ſtady a ſweet bour Love. 
Wu # compliance: What if thy Brother benot come up to thy Light, 
{> Þ wilt thontherefore renounce him, and rejet him? It may be 
# Godintends not to all men the /axze proportion: Shall I contemn 
en | my Brother,becauſe have more grace ? If another man ſhould _ | 
n- | renounce me, that hath more grace then I, what would become Phil 1-27- p 
of me : Theſe and many ſich Rules I might give. I have but this © 3* 9200 
e:5 | one word, and that is as a means by way of direfion, how to 
marry theſe,77#th ad Love together : O that the Lord would 
help us to enter into Covenant to compleat the Marriage, ſe- 
11S, |f riouſly to reſolve now , That for time to come we labor more 
r4- W to Truth it in love, and more to love with Truth ; labor lovingly 
the I ro embrace the Truth, and ſincerely to purſue Love : The very 


a 


7 be [| Heathen could ſay this, and it is a good Rule, I wiſh-we Chriſti- ca— 
by ans might learn it too. If your Wonld be tro hard for the common ,j.,um iv 


Enemy ,and not ſuffer him 10 gain advantage againſt you, agree, l.tir.. 

otherwiſe he will prevail over both Parties of hoxeſt-hearted 

( briſtians (tor ſo T am confident there are amongſt thoſe that 

Ediffer in Church-matters) God forbid either of them ſhould. 

: rarer : I fay, if: you-would keep a third Party from de- 

F=roying doth, let there be Concord ; your union Will be ftrength» - 
| 1 


co 
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Truth and Love happily married in the Saints,@5-c, 


Tiry, 1.28. 


Note, 


it will engage the preſence of God ; whereas your Diviſions alie- 
nate and eltrange God from you. And here let me tell you a 
Story out of Livy, There was one Pack#vins, that if he had 
not been ſo vici«##, had been happy, and more worthy of our 
imitation, but his praftice herein is commodious for you, There 
being a great difference betWixt the Commons and the Senators, 
and nothing Would ſatisfie the ( ommons, but the Senators death ; 
he gets all the Senators once by a ſtratagem into the Senate= 
houſe, and locks them in, and comes to the ( ommons, Well, I | 
have now got them at your mercy ; and then they were frollick,, | 
and Would be revenged ; he reſolves to give them ont one by one, 
and they had the firſt out : But I pray you Gentlemen, ſaid he, 
let us conſider, if we deſtroy all the Senators, Who ſhall We have 
in the place of them to govern the (ity ? Who ſhall come in the 
ſtead of them to rule ? Why,one man would have this Governor, þ 
another man Would have that ; ſo at laſt they fell all to pieces, and | 
they were glad to let the Senators alone: then he quieted the Com- 
moners, and fetcht off the Senators, becauſe they could not a= i 
Free upon a Succeſſo ; you have diſcontents in the City and | 
(ountrey too too many, and if it be the Lords blefſed will, 
I would they might be healed : and ſome would have the Army 
deſtroyed, and a great many care not what becomes of the Par- 
lament, and I fear, many care not what becomes of the City; but 
ſuppoſe this, That either Parliament or Army ſhould for preſent Þ | 
be deſtroyed (I ſpeak to wiſe Cirizens) before you world haveſj | 
either of them deſtroyed, conſider who ſhould come in their , 
places : If Aalignants ſhould come into their Power, andfj | 
deſtroy you and the Kingdoms too, better the (ommons had ſþa- r 
q 
| 


red thelives of the Senators. Remember this Story, and make! 
this uſe of it. I have ſaid enough to wiſe men, and Ile end all 
with that Prayer of 70h in his ſecond Epiſtle to the ele Lady 
and her Children, Grace be With you, mercy and peace from Goa 
the Fatber, and from the Lord 7eſus Chriſt, the Son of the Fa 
ther, in truth and love : And hope you'll all ſay Amen to it, 


E-5. M--4: 
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To his very worthy Friend, 


FOHXN BRO W XN Efq; 
One of His Majeſties Juſtices of Peace for Middleſex, and 
_ - Clerktothe Right Honorable the Houſe of Peers, 

More intimacy With Jeſu Chriſt, 

Moſt worthy Gaze, . 

WA S there are ſome Capital Sins for which we 


It 
- 
z 


\y 
4 [ A 
a 


maſt abaſe our ſelves all our days; ſuch as 
have broken ony Conſciences ſhould often break 
our hearts : As there are ſome Cardinal Ver- 


Y rues (20 ſpeak i» the Moraliſts language) which muſk be 
s our every- days work, as being the Eſſentials of Chriſti- 
@ anity ; ſo aretbere ſome Providential Diſpenſations 59 
" the conrſe of onr lives, which muſt be acknowledged even 
« ro Ecernity ; amongft which we may well reckon loving 
Z and fairhful friends, conſlant mens affettions being of 


themſelves meer weather- cocks, very mutable, which are 


J Gods Vials by which he pours bis favors upon w. And 
E here, Sir, I muſt rauk you withthoſe, for whoſe acquain=- 
; trance I have much cauſe to bleſs God, having yeceived in 


few years move real love from you, then divers do from 
ſame of thiir friends in many years : Tony hearty kinde- 


8 neſs hath made ſo deep an impreſſion apon me,that I can- 


not ſatisfie my ſelf without ſome publike Acknowledge- 
ment of that whereof ſo many have been witneſſes. 
T can confizently (and indeed have very much reaſon) 


ſpear to you in the language of John, 
The Elder unto the welbeloved Gaius, whom I ; rpig. 
love in the Truth: far be it from be in 4 glorying way ver-1- 


onely to complement with him who hath expreſſed ſomuch 
affectionate reaiiiy unto me. 

ANG withent flattery I dopray, That you may pro- 
Ipcrand be in heakh, even ag your ſaul profpers, 


T 


Verſe 3 


—_ 
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The E piſtle Dedicatory, 


—————_— 


ll——— 


through the rich mercy of God in Chriſt to you. 
Verſe 3; - Pray let me addethis by way of thankfalneſto God (it 
- "=o being a return of weak Prayers) I rejoyce greatly to 
ſum viz, hear ſo many of the deſerving Brethren teſtifie of the | 
202 vis jal- truth that is in you 5 and that not enely in your tongue or | 
4.-oq outſide profeſſion onely, but that you walk in the truth, 
non vis mo- making the truth your path, which leads to Chriſt, who is 
a - ſee the Way, the Truth, and the lite, Fo/.14.6. 
babes ous , 44 11raſs (through the gooaneſs of your Goa) I may þ 
eas niſi jcr have occaſion in his time (which « always the beſt) to re- | 
Chriſtum ; Joyce, as John alſo did, that yours walk in the truth. | 
ws babes * © But yoar love to me, together with your dear and gra- | 
vis ad Cious Conſorts, puts ſo much the ſtronger obligation upon | 
Chriſtum. gpe, it being not onely perſonal, both in my former health | 
and time of preſent ſickneſs, but indeed tomy dear Mo- 
ther, the Univerſity of Cambridge ; which 1 maſt ever | 
love and honor, whoſe welfare you have (in your Sphaye ) 
moſt happily promoted, and that with ſuch laborious and |j 
bountiful reſpe, as ſtands upon Record with thankfal | 
Acknowledgement among it us. ; 
Go 0n, beloved Sir, ts love Jeſus Chriſt , in and for | 
himſelf , lzve him in hs Ordinances, and in hu Saints; 
value all the outward comforts with reference ro him 
and his glory: Ride os profperouſly in your Feal for | 
Truth, and inthe exerciſe of meeknels and moderation | 
of Spirit, which i a Scripture expreſsion of the Spirit of | 
Jeſus Chriſt, and for want ef which, many (great preten- 
ders to Refermation) [ok too too much like as if they were | 
ated by a Diabolical Spirit therein : The Lord mnltip!y 
hs Graces in you arid yours, and h1s BleſSings upos yuu alt. 
Accept this from him, | 


Who deſires as a faithful friend to ſerve you in love, 


me, tranace. — —T homas Hill... 
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The SPRING of 


| Strengthning Grace 


IN THE 


| ROCK AGES. 
2 Chriſt Jeſus. 


lo- f 
"Ver « 
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and | 


Lfal | 
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—— 


Thon therefore, my ſon , be flirong tn the grace that ts im 
Chriſt Zeſus. 


for | (Ell might So/o-m0» , among other of his Divine 
1tss | NOS Oracles, publiſh this in the 3o. verſe of the 12. of 
Its AVY/AR the Proverbs, The righteons 1 as 4 tree of life, 
far | CRIED and he that Wins ſouls is Wiſe ; and Daniel, who 680 
iow OE zckiel was ranked amongſt the chiefelt of w/e men, They Ezek.28.z: 


| that be Wiſe, and they that tern many to God, (in Dan. 12. 3.) . 
c of | they mw like . ws Paul owiſe'sa moſt glorious: in- + ſn 
E3- ſtance of this, who took a great deal of pains (though he met us 201 ca- 
pere 3 with many croſſes) in fiſhing for ſouls, he became all to all ; pit nift capi- 
/p'y | (thatis, in the uſe of indifferent things, not to venture upon Mt: Aug- 
all, | any thing which is unlawful, as many wrelt the place, to gra- ” pon 9: 
tifie their own lufts) that he miht ſave ſome ; Paul himſelf gur times 
it ſeems did not expe to gain althe preached unto: doubtlels rogether. 
this is a very high point of wiſdom ; for hereby they _ 
B m 


CC 
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trengthning Grace, 


3148.18. 
Divicon. 
I, part. 


1,per- 


moſt for Gods glory,and beſt for their own Eternal good,being 
glorified with him and by him : And I do not believe there is 
any that was a meer man, to ſay no more, that will bring more 
Troops, more Regiments of Children, ſuch as have been vito- 
rious Soldiers over the Devil and his Agents, at the day of 
Judgement, then Pax/ will ; he will have a large flock, as Be- 
hold, here am I, and the children thou haſt given me ; and none 
of the meanelt of theſe will be his Son 7 :morby, which leads 


- _ me to the firſt part of the words, The perſons Exhorting and 


hor "Hg 
Sing a Son, . not ſo much becauſe he begar him to the Faith ; 1t 15 pro- 
fons 


Exhorted ; Paul the Father, and Timothy the Son : ir may be 


\Ex- bable he found him a Di/ciplefor ought appears, in Atts 16. 1. 
h- there the firſt time that I can remember that Pax! met with 


ted, 


2.Ppart .* iub- 


RKance of 


Exhortatio 


Be ſtrong, 


Timothy, and there he calls him a Diſciple ; and you finde in 
2 Tim. 1.5, how Paul bleſſeth God for the Faith that is in 
T imothy, which dwelt firſt in thy Grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice ; therefore he may be his Son rather in regard 
of his Spiritual Education, then by being begotten : As a Aa- 
fter or a Tutor is a Father , though he did not beget his Chil- 
dren, his Pupils, or his Schollers, but onely train them up. 

2. Here is the Exhortation : The ſubſtance of it, Be ſtrong ,s 
becomes a Soldier of Feſirs Chriſt. | 

3.Here is the Rock of this ſtrength, Be ſtrong in the grace that 


3-part. The zs in (hriſt Feſus : It isnot by any intrinſecal ſtrength, but in 
rock of thy the grace that is in thy Head Chriſt Jeſus. | 


trenegr 3 


3- The grac? 


that is 1n 


4. Here is the Engaging lation ; the particle, that com- 
prizeth an Argument, that engageth /1s to it : Thox therefore, 


Chriſt Jeſu: my ſon ; Therefore, Why ? becauſe thou haſt ſo great a truſt 


Explic. 


committed to thee, Hold faſt the form of ſound Words, Which 

ther haſt heard of me, in faith and love Which s in Chriſt Je- 

ſus :. and That good thing Which was committed to thee (ver.14 

keep, by the hol Ghef that dwelleth in us: Still he leads him 
rom a 


to ſeek ſtrengrt bove, Keep, by the holy Ghoſh. 
Be ſtrong ] wdvvaps, get ſomething Within , that may 


frengthen and enable thee to do thy work : ivJvvaus, be {trong, 

be ftrengthned, paſſively, expe it from another ; Strength is 

that whith men glory in, and therefore very deſireable, 
But what ſtrength? 


1a 


in the Rock, of Ages, Chriſt Feſws. OY AM 


In the grace] He doth not onely ſay, Be thou ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of hu _—_ as Epheſ. 6. 10. But in 
grace: indeed he w{timately intends a participation of ſtrength, 
but withal intimates the original of that ſtrength to be Grace ; 
as if he ſhould ſay, Thouſtandeſt in need of ffrengrhning vertue 
in thee ; all that ſtrength muſt be derived from Grace, expe&t 
it from no external motive, without God himſelf (we have no 
arguments to move him to beſtow ſtrength upon us) it is his 
Prerogative Royal, peculiar to himſelf, to at independently, to More. 
have mercy on Whom he Will have mercy , and Becauſe he Will 
have mercy, Rom. 9. 15. Epheſ.1. 4,6, 9. All derived from 
grace, and reſolved into grace. 

And where lies this {trengthning grace ? 

In the grace that is in Chriſt Feſus: very ſignificantly, in 
the Original by the Article, indigitating Chriſt to be the Spring 
of thy ſfrengthning grace. | God will not truſt thee with 
gracein thy own keeping, felt thou prove a Bankrupt, as Adam Nyre. 

did; and thou wouldlt ſoon grow intolerable proud,if thou walt 
able to a&tby thy own [trength independently upon God (very 
hard to keep down that Weed even now in thy moſt depending 
condition ) therefore thy ſtrength ſhall lie in Chriſts hands, and 
thou be at his diſpoſal for the communication of it ; ſo that thou 
ſhalt always have occaſion to ſay, Lord, I cannet mortifie pride 
by the ſtrength of my own humility, that often fails me: Lord, 
IT cannot confute my unbelief by the ſtrongeſt arguments my 
Faith can produce ; 1 ſhall never be able to trample upon Satazx, 
or keep up under his Temptations from ſonking , Without the 
ſtrength and ſufficiency of that grace Which 1s in my Head Chriſt 
Jeſus : Lord, make me ſtrong by that eAlmighty grace Which 
rs in him. 

That there is ſuch a Spring of quickning gracein our Rock ,, 2 
Chriſt Jeſus, is evident ; 1/a. 9.6. The Government 15 upon hrs = -_ 
ſhoulders, for the perfetion of his Church, and many other — ma 
good purpoſes, which require ſtrength, which is hinted in the (aid of one 
expreſſion, On his ſhoulders. who want= 

Paul had a Commiſſion to Preach the unſearchable riches ©* ftrengek 

of Chrift, Ephel. 3.8. to diſplay his grace, which is like a Sea, Phy w gr 
you can finde no beds , like a Spring, you cannot reach the work. - 
B 3 bowom : 
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XUM 


The Spring of Strengthning Grace, 


bottom + The Sea of Chriſts grace (as ature) flows from 
the Spring, -and the Spring from the Sea ; fo there is no reafon 
of grace, but grace it ſelf. 
1 his is ro be acknowledged by all tobe the deep myſtery of 
Ged, and of the Father, and of the Son, in Whom are hi4 all the 
treaſures of Wiſdom and knowledge : The fame blefled Apoſtle, 
Col.2.2,3. treaſures therefore 1. Abundance, 2. of things of 
price, of wiſdom and knowledge, which being di-ef:ive as well 
as operative, inpart ſtrength : Hd, ſometimes we hide things 
for ſccrecy, and fo the life of a Saint may be hid from carnal, 
from godly ſpeftators, yea from himſelf, and they droop un- 
der doubts; So other things we hide for ſafety , ſo chiefly 
(though ſecrecy not excluded ) Ce/.3. 2,3. the /ife is hid with 
(Criſt in God, and here is ſecurity of the Saints, when C kriſt 
Who 15 our life ſhall appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear With him in 
glory ; Shall , let Beelzebnb and all lis Angels do their worſt, 
appear With him #n glory. 
Upon the ſame account doth this za» of God, To intimately 
acquainted with (briſ# Teſs, in his Epiltle to Philemon, ver. 6. 
Some co- pray for him, That the communication ot his Fairh might be- 
pies read come effettual ; there is his Faith, With the ſtrength, and the 
e725 2. efficacy of it, by the acknowledgement of every good thing 
vis, both which is in you in Chrift Ieſis : theres grace in Chriſt, and 
will come therefore derivatively in you, becauſe originally in hims. 
to one pu1- + Þ might hence gather ſeveral Obſervations ; the firſt whereof 
nM k Might be this : 
laſt ore * 1 DoR. The Spring of a Chriftians ſtrength is in the Rock 
full and in- Jeſus (rift. 
deed more £Exp.zc. Here you have three particulars, conducing to Ex- 
provadle. plication of this Goſpel-Truth. 
'1. Thenature and proportion of this ſtrengthning grace n 
Chriſt Jeſus. 
2. His title to it, and poſſeſſion of it. 
3. The ſweet variety, and various ſweetneſs of this trength- 
ning grace in Chriit, | 
| Firſt, for the nature and proportion of it, two things will 
des ir. -:.f * both FA 
3. There isin Jeſus Chriſt the falnefs of grace, 


2.The 


in the Rock, of A Fe es, (briſt 7eſia. TY "i 
| 2. Theredundancy of this fulneſs of grace. |  InCheif 


n Heis a full fountain , and likewiſe an overflowing fountain : I Fulneſs 
The more you contemplate (hriſt in the glorious glaſs of the png 

f Goſpel, the ſooner you will diſcover in him a Prophetical ful- —_ 

' neſs of ſtrengthni:g grace ; and that both in regard of the ,_  p.,. 

e ſtrength of his Word, and in regard of the power of his Spi- pherici] 

f KT wit; both whichare of great ſtrength. tulnes of 

#3 If you caſt your eye upon the ſecond Epiſtle of Pal to Ti- awry 

ws | mothy, Chap.z. ver. 15,17. you ſhall finde that the holy Scr;- my s 

1, | prurerts able to makg a man wiſe unto ſelvation, thraugh faith ws mp, 

_ which 7s in Chriſt Teſus (there muſt be ſtill an, improvement of 

ly that ſtrengrthning grace which is in him) and likewiſe it is pro- 

þ fitable, that the man of God may be perfett, throughly furniſh- * Toh. 2-14, 

/t ed unto all good Works. There is that in the word of Jeſus 

FM Chriſt, which is able to comp/eat men as Saints, and as CIni- 

p ſters, and therefore doubtleſs full of glorious ſtrength. 

"= And ſo likewiſe in regard of the Spirit, hear what the Pro- 2+ Strength 
ly | pher Aicah faith, Chap.z. ver.S. But truly Tam full of power _ _ 
5 | Gy the Spirit of the Lord, andof judgement, and of might, to © 
Ky declare unto Tacob his tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his ſin. And 
_ when Jeſus Chriſt did appear to Paul, As 26.13. to make 
'C him a Miniſter and a Witneſs, both of theſe things which he 
d had ſeen, and in thoſe things in the Which he Would appear to 

him, ver. 16. doubtleſs there was a powerful preſence of the 
»f Spirit of Jeſirs Chriſt, abundance of ſtrengthning grace to be 

conveyed by him, otherwiſe how could he poſlibly open their 
he eyes to whom he Was ſent, Ver. 18. to turn them from darkneſs 

to blight, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may re- 
"_ ceive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance among them which 

are ſanftified by faith that 15 iy me ({till they are led to the! 
n Spring of grace in Chriſt) now all theſe ſpeak no leſs. then 

an Almighty power. 

You may perceive a fulneſs of rengthning grace in Chriſt, 2.A pricft- 

I- as he is the (hurches Prieſt ; otherwiſe he could never make !y tulneſs 

full ſarrsfatt;or to his Fathers Juſtice : He could never ſo. pre- —_ oo 
iſ} yailiogly #arercede for the'Saines in Heaven, which are the ewo | pag 


Branches of his Prieftly Office, when all the ſins of his people racionſ 
mer xepon him (fo it is inthe Original) 1/a. $3, 6, they would (auis/attion 
FOE THR have 


trengthning Grace, 


e pring 0 


2. Chrifts 
gracious 
intercef]1- 
ore 


have ſunk him, had he not had more then the ſtrength of a 
man : Therefore that he might be a perfeRt Mediator between 
God and man, he was God-Man, taking Humane natxre into 
the fellowſhip of the Deity, and communicating Divine nature 
unto thoſe Which he did intend to ſave : Hence Paul faith, 
Rom.3.24,25. We are juſtified freely by Gods grace, through the 
Redemption Which ts in ( briſt Teſus, Whom God hath ſet forth 
to be a propitiation through faith m his blood. 

Hence he further ſaich, As 20. 28. that God did prrchaſe 
the Church With his own blood: So that in this part of the 
Prieſtly Office of Jeſus Chriſt there was the power of God 
himſelf put forth, 

Neither is there leſs trengthning grace manifeſted, when he 
comes to appear for hrs people in heaven, in the preſence of God, 
as Heb.7.24. This man, becauſe he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable Prieſthood , Which paſſeth not from one to another ;; 
(certainly here was wonderful itrength) that Chrift being once 
offered, ſpould bear the ſins of many, and unto them that looked 
for him, be ſhould appear the ſecond time Without ſin unto ſul- 
vation, as in Heb. 9. 28, That his having done away all their 
ſins, ſhould advance them to Salvation, which Kill ſhews the 
ſtrength of his grace. Therefore well might Pax! annex thar, 
Heb. 7.25. Wherefore he ts able to ſave them ts the uttermoſt 
that come unto him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
for them : This is the ground of Pawls triumph, not onely for 
himſelf, but in the name of all che Saints, in that admirable 
place, Rem. 8, from the 34, to the 39. ver. Whe ts he that con- 
demmeth ? It i Chriſt that dyed, yea, rather that ts riſen again, 
Who 15 even at the right hand of God, Who alſo maketh interceſ- 
fron for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
neſs, or peril, or ſword ? ( As it 8 writtes, For thy ſake We are 
killed all the day long, We are accounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter) 
Nay, in all theſe things We are more then conquerors through 
him that loved us : For I am perſwaded, that neither death, nor 
life nor Angels nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
ner things ts come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, Which s wm 
(rift Jeſus our Lord. Here 
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in the Rock, of «Ages, Chriſt Feſus. 


Here is ſtrengthning grace of Almighty and everlaſting 
efficacy. 

As Jeſus Chriſt is the Churches King,he hath a proportionat le ,.Chrigs 
inexhauſt ſtock of ſtrengrhning grace, without ſuch a power he Kingly 
could never ſuppreſs the numerous and potent adverſaries of fulncls of 
the Church, which was the the ſolemn agreement berwixt him 5 
and his Father: P/al. 110, 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 1.Chrifty 
(God the Father ſaid unto God the Son, Davids Lord ) ſit thou Powertul 
at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footſtool ; He ” — 
will bring them to the loweſt and moſt abjeRt condition,though ; 
for the preſent they look never ſo high and big upon the poor 
members of Chriſt. 

And accordingly he isſtill afting in heaven, whereas hedoth. 
appear for his people ; ſo doubtleſs againſt his enemies, as is moſt 
clear in Heb. 10. 12,13. But this man, after he had offered one 

ſacrifice for ſins for ever (ſo much ſtrength of grace, in thar 
it need be bur one) ſate down on the right hand of God, from 
benceforth expetting till his enemies be made his footſtool. 

We may with much encouragement wrelike with God, and 
wait upon hi, both for the diſcovering and confounding of 
the great Impotors, Mahomet and the Pope, and the removing 

all the Crutches of Babylox in any of the Kings Dominions, or 
elivhere : for this work is carried on with ſo much power, 

that in Gods time all the Kingdoms of the earth Will become 

the Lords, and his Chriſts. To the ſame purpoſe you ſhall finde 

an Angel come down from heaven, having great power, and the 

earth was lightned With his glory, and he cryed mightily With a 

ſtrong voyce, Babylon 1s fallen (all ſuitable to the powerful de- ' 
ſn of Chriſt) Rev.18.2. And ſhe ſhall be utterly burned With Chap 19. 
fire, in Whom Was found the blood of Prophets , andef Saints, laſt verle. 
of all that Were ſlain upon the earth (ſome way reducible to her, 

or her adherents) for ſtrong is the Lord God Who judgeth 

her, ver. 8. 

Neither could Jeſus Chriſt be a Reſwrre&#;0n toany ſinners, 2. Chriſts 
nor quicken with Spiritual life whom he would, as oh. 5. 20, PaWerful 
unleſs that were true ver. 26. As the Father hath life in himſelf, — 
fo hath he given the Son to have life in himſelf; and that to. be TOs 
able.to raiſe bis own unte eternal Fife, ver. 29, All which argues 
abundance 


be Spring of Strengthning Grace, 


abundance of ſtrengthning gracein him : This was the fornda- 
tion of Pauls Prayer for his Epheſians, chap. 1. ver. 18. That 
the eyes of their underſtanding being inlightened (here is power- 
ful grace {till) they might know wha z5 the exceeding greatneſs 
of his power #0 1s-Ward, Who believe according to the Working 
of h:4 naghty power. FR | 
Here is a great heap of £mphatical expreſſions,toſhew the accn- 
mulative powerof the grace that 15 in Feſws Chriſt ; Were he not 
ſo {trong,that he were able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that We can ak.or think,, according to the power that Worketh in 
ze,Eph.3.20. Par! would never have uſed ſuch an expreſſion, 
T hat ye may be able to comprehend With all Saints, What ts the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; there muſt (it feems) 
be a power in usto inable us to fathom and comprehend the 
Col-2.13. vait dimen{ons of that {trengrhning grace that is in our Head ) 
Vial.103- here is the breadth of this grace,covering all the ſins of every vne. 
of hrs ele#F, even from eAdam to the end of the world : Here is 
Mat 16 15« the length of this grace, it extends from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing: Hereisthe C ave of it, it lifts up poor creatures from the 
Rev.3-21. very pit of hel : And the height of it, it advances them to'fit 
by him in his own thronein Heaven. 
2. The re- Aﬀrer the intrinſecal fxl/neſs of the grace of Chriſt, fol- 
cundancy Jows the Redandancy thereof : for there is in him not onely 
ot grace plenitido vaſes, but allo plenitudo fontrs ; there is the original 
rat tc. frlxeſs of a living fountain in him, which he delights to com- 
fus. municate for the ſupplies of: his people: This diſcovers it ſelf 
in four particulars : 
1 Redun- There is a Redwmaancy into all the faculties of our ſonls, 
dancy of hefills the Ifinde with gracious principles, the Conſcience with 
his a a holy tenderne/s, the Will with flexibleneſs and compliance with 
"heir facul- bis Y/1ll, and ſways the eAfettions to a regularly upon their 
ties. objefts. Doubtleſs Chriſt Feſus the ſecond eAdam will do as 
Rom. 5- much for all thoſe that have Vion With his, as the firſt Adams 
12-15. didagainſt thoſe that were i» him : And therefore whereas by 
his fa# there was got onely a total deprivation of original 
righteouſneſs, bur a univerſal depravation of all the faculties (4 
general diſharmony being wrought in them) accordingly Fe 
Chriſt, by the infufton of gracious habits, will reduce them: vo 
An 
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in the Rock, of Azer, Chriſt Jeſus. 
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oh an holy complexion and conſtitution ; as 1 Theſſ.5.23. The very 
nt Godof peace ſanttifie you Wholly, and I pray God your whole 
4 Spirit, ſoul and body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming 
ſs of oxr Lord Jeſus Chriſt : You ſee he takes care for the refſt;- 
's tution of the Whole man. Let the eArminians as falſly as con- 
| fidently ſuggeſt , that for our Converſion there needs onely x 
_ Wakening of the Underſtanding, and aretlifying of the Aﬀe- 
ot flions, the Will (according to them) being left as IUibato virgo, 
t for freedom to good being never raviſhed by eAdams fall : 
n Jeſus Chriſt teacheth other Dorine, who knowing the cor- 
n, ruption of the Will, tells you what the tenour of The Cove- 
be nant of Grace is, Ezek. 36. 26, 27. The Lord ſaith , He will 
S) take away the ſtony heart of Fleſh, and put a new Spirit Within 
he them, and cauſe them to Walk in hs ſtatutes : There is the 
1) redundancy of Chriſts fulneſs for the ſupplying of che Will, 
70. as well as other faculties with holy diſpoſicions. | 
1s Chriſts fulneſs is redundant into ul the graces of the Saints, *+ —_ 
ft increaſing them where they are little, ſtrewgrhning them where —_ ts 
he they are feeble and languiſhing , ating and animating them Chriſt into 
fo where they are dull and dead. Hence it is that ſome of the Ser- all the gra- 
vants of Chriſt , who though they have but a little ſtock of cs of the 
on grace, yet keeping in with him, and holding communion with 2295: 
ly him, do thrive much more inthe Spiritual trading, both for 
al the magnifying of Chriſt, and for the good of their own ſouls, 
then divers others who make a greater ſhew, and it may be have 


elf a larger portion of habitual grace. Hence it is that Paxlhath 

recourſe to this fountain by prayer, Phil. 1. 9. And this 1 pray, 
ls, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
th in all ſenſe; that you may approve things that are excellent, 
th that ye may be ſincere, and Without offence till the day of Chriſt, 
eir being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by eſis 
as Chriſt, unto the glory and praiſe of God. Unto this purpoſe 


77s the Spoyſe invites her beloved to ſend forth his. influence, 
by Cant. 4. 16. eAwake, O North Wind, and come thou South; 
nal blow upen my Garden, that the ices thereof may flow out : 


i It is the pre/ence of Jeſus Chriſt who makes the ſpices ; that is, 
the graces of his Spirit which grow in the Garden of his 


” (mrech, to calt a ſweet perfume : whereas he being abſent, the 
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Saints will ſeem to Withey, at leaſt comparatively, even as the 
Trees, they will have an e Autumn, yea a Winter, not onely 
ſend forth no pleeſant fruit, but even the /eaves fall off, and 
the /ap retire into the 7607 ; there will be a winter of their 
graces, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs return with healing and 
quickening in his Wings ; that is, by the gracious beams of his 
Word and Spirit : Then and never till then, ſhall they go 
forth and grow up as Calves of the ſtall, Mal, 4. 2. be fat and 
flouriſhing. 
3. Redun- Chriſts fulneſs is redundant into all :heir Daties, wherein 
dancy of they exerciſe thoſe ſeveral Graces,that they may with Spiritual 
= vigor, and powerfwl attivity, perform thoſe ſervices to which 
Chriſt Ic- The Lord calls them, as Paz! ſaith, With my minde I my ſelf 
ſus into all ſerve the Law of God, Rom. 7. ult. and Rom.8.26. Likewiſe 
their cutics the Spirit helpeth our infirmities ; for We kyow not how to pray 
as we ought. 
O what heartleſs and ſaple/s Performances do we multiply 
when Jeſus Chriſt wihdraws ; then, and then onely we pray 
with life, when the Spirit of 7eſ#s Chriſt doth help our infir- 
wities : Aword inthe Original is very Emphatical, when the 
Spirit takes us into his arms, and carries us on powerfully againſt 
theſe infirmities that wenld clog, and cloud, and depreſs our 
Spirits in duty : then they do duties not onely materially good, 
but formally Well in a Spiritual maner, from Evangelical prin- 
ciples, upon Evangelical motives, and for Evangelical ends, 
when there is a redundancy of the grace of Chrilt into them, 
pon whom all our fruit #s found, Hol.14.8. 
4: Redun- There is a redundancy of the fulneſs of Chriſt ;»to all rhcir 
dancy of +,,-j05 eftates ; As when they are called to /#ffer,, that they 
wo may doit with cheerfulneſs , not ſinking under carnal di/cow- 
ſus into the 74gements, but rather chide their ſouls out of it ; as the Pfal- 
various e- miſt on the 42. Pſal. ver. ult. Why art thou caſt down, O my 
ſtares of ſoul? and why art thou diſquicted within me ? Hope. thou in 
his Saints. Goa, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, Who 15 the health of my connte= 

nance, aud my God : When they are advanced to a proſperame 

condition, that they may have a vitforions Faith, treumphing . 

over, not onely the frowns, but the favors of the World, 1 Toke = 
5. 4. For want of this, Se/omen and Hezekiah did 6 hy > 
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ables, Chriſts Title to, and poſſeſſion of this ſtrengthning grace, Chriſts ti- 


.-cMiries of his Saints. - 
.*. Secondly, There is falne/s «f the Godhead in him, not oy 
431 | C (0 


inthe Rock, of «Ages, Chriſt Jeſus. 


ſcrably loſe themſelves in a Spring-tide of proſperity : It was 
Pauls great advantage, that he had learned how to walk «#- 
changeably with God in great changes , Phil. 4. 11,12,13. Not 

that I ſpeak.in reſpeft of Want : for 1 have learned, in what- 
ſoever ftate 1 am, therewith to be content. 1 know both how to be 
abaſed, and how to abound: Every Where and in all things, I 

am inſtrutted beth to be full, andto be hungry, both to abound, 

and [uffer need. I can do all things through Chriſt that ſtrength- 

veth me, Phil. 4. 13. the ſame Original word with that in the 

Text, 

We are apt to overgrieve or #ndergrieve at croſles; therefore . 
Solemoy gives that wiſe counſel, Prov. 3. 11. My ſon, drſpiſe 
not the chaſtening of the Lord, it ſhould not be (lighted, xes- 
ther be Weary of his correttion ; we ſhould not faint underit : 
And his father David before him ſpake as ſeaſonably, If riches 
mncreaſe, ſet not your hearts upon them : There is a danger as Pſa,62, 10. 
our Eſtates are greatned, ſo our Aﬀections ſhould ſwell to an 
inordinate cleaving to them. None of theſe evils can be pre- 
vented, but by theſ{trengthning grace of Jeſus Chriſt. 

In the next place I ſhall endeavor to diſcover, as God in- r. part. 


which he hath by a threefold Claim : oy 
He hath a grace of Vion, lo learned Divines call it, by ver- ES 
tue of the Hypoſtatical Vnion, our nature being ſo highly ad- firengthen- 
vanced into, ſuch a near fellowſhip with the Divine Nature ; 11g grace, 
all his Saints (though never ſo unworthy) are brought into a wee F 
. a0 . - rirectroias 
capacity of receiving ſtrengthaing grace from him, as Joh.1.14. , By the 
end the word Was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, and We be- grace of 
held hu glory, the glory as of the onely begotten of the Father, Vnion. 
full of grace and truth : where you ſee clearly, when the Word 
Was made fleſh, there follows in him a fwlneſs of grace and 
truth. And as expreſs to this purpoſe is that of Paxl, Cel. 2. 
9, 10. For in him awelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
beaily. 
Firſt, There is fwlneſs in hins, that he might be able to 
empty and comm-nicate himſelf, according to the various ne- 
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of ſome God-like diſpoſitions, and of the Imzage of God, which + 
may be in Saints. 

Thirdly, el the fwulneſs of the Godhead, the whole Divine 

ature. 

Fourthly, All this fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in Chrift, 
heis there not as a G=eff, not as a Friend, but as an Jnhabirant, 
to fix his conſtant abode there. 

Fifthly, And all this bedily, perſonally, (moſt myſterioufly) 
and not tranſciently, vermally, and by participation onely, as 
in a good degree it may be in the Saints. And for this happy 
parpoſe hath Jeſus Chriſt ſuch a Spring of good in himiclf, 
who is the Head of all Principalities and Powers in that ninth 
verſe , which is added becauſe they ſhould ſee they need not go 
to the Angels as their head, werſe 18. 

2. By the He hath this fountam of fſtrengthning Grace in him- 
== ſelf, by the Grace sf Vnttion, the wnttion of the holy Spi- 
"of: it, which God giveth to him, not by meaſare, Joh. 2. 34. not 
by drops, and meaſure of the gift of Chriit, as to us, Eph. 4. 7. 
T he Father loverh the Son, and hath gwven all things into bis 
hand, ver.35.of 7oh. 3. And amongſt other good things, the 
Avrte. Holy Spirit, the great New Teſtament Promiſe was the Pro- 
miſe of rhe Spirit, as the Meſſiah Was the grand Promiſe in 
the Old Teftament : And this he poxrs, not drops out, and that 
much more generally then before ; as eAtts 2.17. eAnd it ſhall 
ome to paſs in the laſt days (ſaith Ged) I Will pour ont my Spi- 
rit upon all fleſh : And by vertue of this UnQtion of the Spirit, 
you may ſee what glorious things Jeſus Chriſt communicated 
anto poor ſinners, if you pleaſe to compare 1/a. 61.1, with 
Luke 4.18. 

He hathic in him by the Grace of Office, you will allow the ex- 
preſſion,being deſigned by the Father as a pb/ike per/81,for the 
advantage of all thoſe whoſe Names are written in the Book. 
of life, and for thoſe whom the Father had given to the Son. 

He was appointed by Commiſion wnder the Broad Seat of 
Heaven, to be The grand Lord Treaſnrer for his Church, the 
common Storehouſe of their {trengthning proviſion. | 

This he doth ſignanter declare, and that moſt fully, Foh. 6. 
27. \vhen he bids them, Labor not for the meat that robo 

ut 
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but for that which endureth to everlaſting life. 

Here is the ground which the Sox of man ſhall give unto you, 
never doubt it, for him hath God the Father ſealed, 

This is the Doftrine that ok» the Baptiſt publiſhed con- 
cerning Chrilt, 70h.1.16. end of his fulneſs have all we re- 
ceived, andgrace for grace. It ſeems there is an overflowing 
fountain of grace in him, which was fully opened when he 
came into the world, 7oh. 7.38,39. elſe how could all Believers, 
with 7ohn, receive of his fulneſs, had there not been a full foun- 
tain, it would not have been drawn dry, though communica- 
ted to ſo many, and grace for grace : 


1. Whether it be by way of accumulation (as ſome inter- zxewy £7 


ret1t:; or 
: 2. Whether by way of additional ſupplement, we receiving 
the grace of the New Teftament, inſtead of the grace of the 
Old Teſtament : or 
3. Whether by way of correſpoadency, there being ſuch pro- 
portionable impreſsions of that grace that is in Chrill, ſo far as 
we are capable (for there was that in Chriſt as Mediator, 


etellog. 


Camer, 


wherein we cannot reſemble him) made por xs, that as the 


print upon the wax anſwers to the Seal, as the characters upon 
the Son anſwer to the Father ; ſo there are ſuch vi/#b/c ſtamps 
of the grace of Chriſt upon the Saints, that in the language of 
Peter they are expreſly ſaid to be partakers of the Divine N4- 
:#re, having ſuch Divine diſpoſitions ſo incorporated, ſo natu- 
ralizedinto them, that what good they do, ſprings not from 
external motives onely, as in Hypocrites, but from an inward 
principle of new Nature: And therefore ating from this 
new Divine Nature, they do good with more conſtancy and 
delight then others : And upon the ſame account doth 7ohntell 
you, 1 Feh. 17.v. The Law Was given by Moſes, but Grace and 
Truth came by Feſus Chriſt : In Moſes Law there were /a- 
dowing Types, in the Gofpel of Chrift there i the ſubſtantial 
Truth of them ; there were Prediftions and Propheſies, here 
fulfilling grace. 

HenceChriſt faith in the 10. Chapter of the Evangeliſt 7ohr, 
ver.10. 1 am come, that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly, that he might be a perfet# Savior, to 
anſwer 
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Note. 
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Note, 


anſwer the greateſt exigencies of all his poor ſheep, maintain» - 


ing their /ives in deſpight of all their Wolviſh enemies. 

The third particular follows ; to wit, The various ſweetneſs, 
and [weet variety of that ſtrengthning grace that z5 in Chriſt : 
This may be made appear, to the great comfort, and {trong en- 
couragement of the Saints; and that in a fivefold Stream, 
flowing from this living Spring of grace in Chriſt, 

Firlt, Here is ſtrength from rhe elefting grace of God in 
Chriſt, where there is a great deal of {trength, and indeed the 
fundamental Stone, which is the ſtrength and ſupport of the 
houſe : The foundation of allthe Spiritual and Eternal build- 
ing lics there, Epheſ.1. 45. He hath cho/en as in him before the 
fornd.ition of the World, that we ſhould be holy, and Without 
blame before him in love, having predeſtinated us unto the ado- 
ption of children by Zeſus (hriſt to himſelf, according to the 
good pleaſure of his Will : Grace and his good pleaſure is the 
Spring of all. 

Secondly , Here is ſtrength from the rranſatling grace of 
(hriſt ; when there was an agreement betwrxt God the Father 
and God the Son, God had given fo many to him, he Would un- 
dertake for thoſe many, God did accept his undertaking, then 
Chriſt went on, there was a great deal of ſtrength in this r-a»/- 
attion ; as 2 Tim.1.9. According to his purpoſe and grace Which 
Was given us in Chrift Jeſus before the World began : how pol- 
ſibly given us before the world began ? why ? it was given us in 
Chriſt Jeſus in his negotiating with God for us. 

Thirdly, Here is a great deal of ſtrength alſo in the convert- 
ing grace of Chriſt ; He hath faved us, and called us With an 
holy calling, not according to our Works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace, What purpole and grace? That Which Was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 2 Tim.1.9. He did graciouſly purpoſe it, there- 
fore it ſhould be infallibly effeted. A place that in the Synod 
of Paleſtina 1200 years ago, and above, the learned Divines 
made excellent uſe of, to cat aſunder the ſinews of Pelagianiſm, 
as indeed it doth, and ſo {till of Arminiani/m, which is but that 
weed revived , as learned Dr. Fearly makes it molt clearly ap- 
pear in his Pelagizs Redivivns. 

Fourthly, There is a great deal of firength likewiſe in the 
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aſſiſting grace of Chriſt, when there ſhall be new ſupplies communi- 
cated from his Spirit, to enable us to perform every duty, and to or- 
der our ſharpeſt ſufferings to the beſt good of our ſouls; as Pawlal- 
ſures himſelf, Phil. 1.19. For I know that this ſhall turn to my ſalvati- 
on, through your prayer, and the ſupply of the Spirit of Feſws (briſt. 

Fifthly and laſtly, There is a rich prcportion of ſtrength in Chriſt, 
for our crowning and perſevering in him ; even ſo much that the very 
Devil himſelf (hall not be able to rend ws off, we ſtanding by a Co- 
venant of Grace, being kept by the power of God (not onely through 
our Faith) to ſalvation : The father will hold the chi/de, though | 
the poor childe through Weakweſs let go his hold. 

Now follows the Spiritual improvement of all this in a ſeaſon- eAppiic. 
able and ſhort Application. 

A ſerious and ſeaſonable invitation,to all ſuch who are yet ſtrangers A ſerious 
»nto Feſus Chriſt, that they would ſeek, acquaintance With him, and Fas nes 
mtereſt in him. _ ny" 

It is moſt wholeſom counſel, Job 22.21. Acquaint now thy ſelf With 1cquain- 
him,and be at peace, thereby good ſhall come unto thee, This will be the rance with, 
Worlds condemnation With a Witneſs, yea With a vengeance, That light 9d inrereſt 


came into the world, and men loved darkneſs better then light, becauſe —— 
their deeds Were evil. token th 


O moſt unhappy miſtake,when $1» :he Worſ of evils hinders them 
from 7eſns Chriſt the beſt of good : This, this if there were no more, 
will fully ju5tifie him in their eternal condemnation, being that he fo 
ſeriouſly ſought unto them, to wit, in the way of his outward Miniſte- 
ry,Mat. 23.37. 0 7eruſalem, Feruſalem,thou that killeft the Prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them Which are ſent unto thee, how often Would I have ga- 
thered thy children together,even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
ber Wwings,and ye Would not \ by thoſe Prophets which thou did kill. 

Themiſtocles (as Story reports) in his lower condition, was much pid L.Ye 
in love with a yong Gentleman, which ſcorned him ; when he grew rulans A- 
to his greatneſs, which was ſoon after, he ſought to him, but 7hemj- Porkegme 
ftocles ſaid, We are both both growvn Wiſe, but too late. If when Feſus " 
Chriſt in the courſe of his Miniſtery, in an humble maner ſtands and 
knocks at the door of thy heart, ſpeaking this melting language unto 
thee, as he did to thoſe great ſinners the Laodiceans,Rev.3.20. If auy 
Will hear my voyce, and open the door, I Will come into him, and Walt 
ſup with him, aud he With me ; If you ſhall then deny him cntertain- 
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ment when he thus condeſcends ro ſeek to you, that you might ſeek to 
him, for your own Spiritual and erernal welfare ; wonder not,if af- 
terwards you ſee you are Wiſe too /ate, when the Maſter of the houſe 
ſhall have ſhut the door, and ye begin to ſtand Without knocking, aud 
crying, Lord, Lord, open to us, and he (hall repulſe you with thus dole- 
ful anſwer, / know you not Whence you are ; it may be ye will comple- 
ment with him, beginning to ſay,Y/e have eaten and drunk in thy pre= 
ſence, and thor: haſt tar!ght in ur ſtreets : but he will reſolutely periilt 
ro proceed againlt them, who have ſo wilfully rejeRed him, and ſay, 
to their eternal confuſion, I tell you, I know net Whence ye are, depart 
from me all ye Workers of iniquity. O all ye who have taſted the 
ſweernels of this grace which flows from the Rock Chritt Jeſus, do 
what you can to re/cxe poor delxded, ſeduced ſonls from under their 
prejudices,and any other temptations, which alienate them from hivs 
whe # their only happines.O that you would tread in their (teps,oh. 1 
40,41.when Andrew had found Chriſt,preſently he findes his brother 
Simon, and ſaith ur:to him, We have found the Meſſias which ts being 
interpreted,the Chriſt ; and he brought him 'o fe 4 : at lealt endeavor 
ro bring them to Jeſus in Goſpel means ; and v.44,45. Philip having 
found Chriſt, findeth Nathanaet, and ſaith unto him, We have found 
bins of Whom Moſes in the LaW, and the Prophets did Write, Jeſus of 
Note. Nazareth. Obſerve, they ſpeak great and good things of Chrilt,that 
p they may perſwade them to ſeek him ; a good copy for you, how to 
deal with your carnal friends: Thus the Samaritan woman, oh. 4. 
though in her parley with Chriſt ſhe had been very carnal, ver. 9,11. 
yet being convinced, and perceiving that he was a Prepher, ver. 19. 
upon this ſhe bears her warey-pot, and goes into the City ro the men, 
ver. 28. ſaying, Come and ſee a man Which hath told we all things thas 
ever I did : 1s not this the ({hriſt ? ver. 29. Her invitation was ſo cf- 
fectual, that the men went out of the City,and came to ſee him,v. 30. 
many of the City believed on him for the ſaying of the woman, ſhe 
won them to a credality ; ſo may you, if you endeavor to gain a 
good opinion of him in their mindes : But many more believed be- 
cauſe of his oWvn Word, ver. 41. How would this woman rejoyce in 
their acceptance of her invitation ? How will they eternally bleſs 
"a for it? Why willnot you endeavor, that you and your carnal 
riends ſhould have the ſame occaſion of everlaſting triumphing mu- 
tually in one another in heaven ? | 
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Pevow, What convincing reaſon all you Saintchere have topur 1 Uſe. 
an high value upon Feſus ( kriſt: Heis called by the Propher, 
The Rack, of Ages, Ifa.26.3. And therefore upon the ſtrongelt 
grounds called by the P/z/miſt, Plal. 73. 26. The Rock, of his 


- Heart, and his Portion for ever ; and that after he had been 
' in the Sanfluary of G od beholding his glory, ver. 17. coming 
lt from the North (lo Chalde a lay in regard of 7udea) Hereupon 
Ys to the ſame purpoſe, when Habahrk faw a bitter and haſty Na- 
7 tion, as he calls the Chl leans, Hab. 1.6. threatning, and indeed 
_ beginning to ruine 7:d4h (its probable the Captivity was then 
O i begun) appeals to God, in this language, wer. 12. Art not thou 
IC  fromeverlaſtizs, O Lord my N S 4 O Rock God. This 1s the 
on Prophet Alicahs Dialet (its ſweet to obſerve the harmonious 
T breathings of the Spirit in ſeveral Prophets ) chap. 5. 2. who 
a ſpeaking "of C hriſt as the Ruler 1 [ſracl {there's his {trength ) 
4 addes, 1hoſe goings forth have been from of old, from the days 
C of Eternity. 

S, \Where 1s your Faith in this Eteral Rock, that ſhould be 


emboldenzd to frequent attings upon for all new ſupplies ; as 
f in Romazs 1.17. Paul tells us, "The riohteonſueſs of God 1s re- 


_ vealed from faith to faith ; that is, righteouſneſs enough for 

" one adt of faith after another : So in Chri It, gr.ice upon grace? 

[+ though the attings of faith be never ſo often repeated, which in- 

y deed is very pleaſing to him. O remember, I beſcech you, 

* where your |trenzth lieth ; and know, that anleſs you do lcarn 

's this Art of Memory, if may colt you very dear, many a {mart- 

4 ing whipping : The want of this provokes God to be ſome- 

Y times ſevere with his beloved children, F 
Mere is a double method of his proceedings : 

: I. He Whips them unto Chriſt, and to the dependance upon his 
| orace,by SpirinAl deſertions: A "moſt (harp remedy,the {ting of W 
© other afflitions, His gracious preſeace doth /weeten every thing, 


- his abſence Will emvitter any thinzg. David found this by woful 
if experience, waich made him groan ſo ſadly, Pſal. 51. $8. Make 
me to hear jo J, and gladnefs, >." the bones Which thou haſt bro- 
hen may __ Wien he had broxg h's coaſcience by ſiuning, Note, 
God Would break, h;s bones for ſia ; And again ver, 12. Reſtore 
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to me the joy of thy ſalvation ; and ver. 10. Create in me a 
clean heart , and renew a right Spirit Within me. Its true,. the 
Lord had ſofar deſerted him, in regard of ſenſible comforts, 
that he may deſire their reſtoring; and, which may be obſerved 
by the way, let the proud Arminian lay what he can, David 
was not become fi//745 ire, but onely files ſub ira, ſtill a beloved 
ſon, he begs indeed the c/ea/zag of his heart, but onely the ye- 
newing Of 2 right ſpirit within him. ; 
See inteAr= 2. The Lord Whips his chilarea to an improvement of the grace 
ons his of Chriſt, by ſuffering them in his holy and Wiſe providence, to 
—_ nic. Fall into ſome great, and it may be ſome ſcandalous ſin, Which ſhall 
courſe about 4r4w 08 4 ſharp affliffion. This is to a Saint a moſt ſharp cure; 
Gods Provi- yet God makes it often effefual to that happy end : for, 
dence in though we be the oely proper anthors of fin, yet Gods permil- 
_ ſion is not otioſa, but efficax permiſſio; He knows how to g0- 
— "ao vern its ſubſerviexcy to the Covenant of Grace, and to bring 
rum 14nquam good out of evil, otherwiſe he would neither ſuffer evil ot fin 
oisſus fpeta- or puniſhment to be; David too clear an inſtance of this 
ror,ſcd ef.caci Rule : Hereby the Lord whipped him out of himſelf, to ſeek 
ak > mercy from his Savior, Pjal.5 II. Have mercy upon me, O God, 
quamv& nullo according to thy loving kindeneſs, according ro the multitude of 
modo fit Au- thy tender mercies, blot out my tranſgreſsions, 
thor peccati, 
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